ATHANASIOS ANGELOPOULOS

THE ARCHDIOCESES OF AHRIS AND PEC ON THE BASIS OF
PATRIARCHAL ACTA EDITED BY K. DELIKANIS
(17th/18th CENTURIES)

The Archdioceses of Ahris and Peé in the last two centuries of
their existence are linked with the destinies of the two neighboring
people, Greeks and Serbs, in the areas of Macedonia and Old Serbia.

Kallinikos Delikanis’ documents come to enlighten some of the
folds of these relationships and of the existing spiritual situation in
the areas mentioned abovel.

A. The documents’ content

They amount to 100 and are dated from 1662 up to 1767. Most
of them refer to the administrative situation of the Archdioceses of
Ahris and Pe¢; others intimate the spiritual links between these two
churches and between them and the Patriarchates of Constantinople
and Jerusalem. Some others afford information concerning the edu-
cational situation in some of the cities under their jurisdiction.

We shall try to analyse all these facts, briefly, in order to draw
some conclusions

B. Administrative situation of the Archdioceses of Ahris and Peé

The documents referred to the administrative regime of these
Archdioceses, are characteristic of the great efforts made by both,
themselves and the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople in order
to insure their autonomy or their independence.

Only when the survival of these churches became impossible, did
their subject, almost simoultaneously, to the direct jurisdiction of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate. The official correspondence between the
Archdioceses of Ahris-Pe¢ and the Ecumenical Patriarchate coastitutes
the proof of the fact.

1. I. K. Delikanis, ITargiagyix@v *Eyyedpawy tduos roitros, 'Ev Kavartavtivouré-
Aee 1905, o6. 781-928.
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The documents of the codes of these Archdioceses speak about
the «most holy Archdiocese of the first Ioustiniani, of Ahris and of
all Bulgaria, Serbia, Albania, Second Macedonia, Pontus West» or «of
Pe¢ and all Serbia» or «Archdiocese of Ipec, Bulgaria, and all Serbian,
and to the fame «Archbishop of Bulgaria, Serbia, Dalmatia maritime:
Pontus West and all Illyrian2

In spite of all these, in some interior Acta of the Archdiocese of
Ahris, as for example in the memorandums concerning the elections
of Archbishops and Metropolitans, the name «Patriarch» is men-
tioned. For example in the «memorandum of Ahris Ignatius, when
Gregorius resigned» there is a reference to «our Archbishop and
Patriarch of all Bulgaria and of the first loustiniani, Ahris...1963»3.

Likewise in the «Confession in ordination of a bishop», the
elected bishop says: «In addition I promise all the privileges that
this Patriarchal throne of the first Ioustiniani, Ahris possesses...n%.

Moreover in the «Thanksgiving of Ahris Zosimas and Patriarchn,
the same says «to the supreme and Patriarchal throne of the first Iou-
stiniani Ahris» and «Patriarchate that fell to mens.

2. Ibid., p. 911: «Tithog oD *Apytemanémon "Imexlov. Maxapidbrate xal OeocePé-
otate "Apyenlovome 'Imexiou, Boudyaplag xai mdong ZepPlag. ®Aun tod adtot. Tobd
paxaptwtdtov Apytemioxémou Boukyaplag, ZepPlag, Aaipasiag mapabarasslag, IIévtouv
Avtixob xal mdeng ‘IMwptac #) ot epBlag, Boviyaplag, Aarpatiag, Apaywvlag mwa-
pabadacolag xal wépav AouvvdPewon.

3. 1bid., pp. 797-798: «-T¥c ayiwtame 'Apytemaxonic 17 A’ "louoriviavic "A-
xptddv dvev mpoa<dTou xai mowpévog Evamopevdorns... fueis 3 ol &v @ hlpatt g ayr-
wtdme <abtrg 'Apytemioxontic Suxzelolvreg Omoxeljrevor 'Apytepeis... édmeploapev xal
xavovixde peteBéoapev évBpovisavreg *Apytemionomov xal Matpudpynv Hudv mdome Bovi-
yaplag xai the A’ ‘Touativiaviic “Ayptd@v xai @v Aordv Etet cwtnple 1693 AdyodaTtou
13 ’Ivdixt. A tKaovoplag Aautd, tAvppaylov Aavifh, 1ITpeanév IMapbéviog, TKoputlic
Maxdgptog, tTxdpag 'Apséwiog, tKittalwvy mélewg Mmtpomoritng xai Tomotmenthe A-
xoid@v Koopdcon.

4. Ibid., pp. 799-800: «...&nbuevos ¥copar tHic KaBohxiic xal 'Amoarorixiic *Exxin-
olac xal 19 Maxapiwtdte por AvBévty xal Aeomdty x.x. "Iyvatle tfic A’ ’lovetviavic
*Aypiddv wai wdone Boukyaplag, *ArPaviag xai t@v lowwév Hatpdpyyn adv 17 dreprele-
otaty; adtod dyle Zuvédo... ITpdc todrorg dmigyvobpat & xatd Sdvapv xat’ Evog Téhog
mpdg olaTacty xal PofBeiav T Meyddng 'Ewdnolag. “Evt 8¢ dméboyouar dmep xéxtnral
mpovbuia & matplapyinds obtog Bpdvog tHe A’ ’lovaTiviaviic "Ayxpidév...n.

5. Ibid., pp. 804-805: «Edyapiatia "Aypidav Zoowa tIlatpdpyne. "Enedn &
Ocob 6dnymBeioa % Bela xal dmeprerestdty Tivodog tav ‘lepwtdtwv Mntpomohitdy xal
Oeoprestatwy émoxdnwv... Thg xad fudg ayrwtamg 'Apytemioxonic ¢ A’ 'TouaTi-
viaviic "Aypidov... éuPifdoar pe elg tov Omépratov xai IMatpiapyixdv Bpbvov tiig A’ 'Iou-
attvaviic "Axptddv... xal xuPepvav T Tob Xpratol Aoyuxdv moluwiov xal thv OeéBev Aa-
yoboav por ITatpapylav...n.
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Elsewhere, Zosimos addresses «Zosimas by the grace of God
Archbishop of the first Ioustiniani, Ahris, Serbia, Bulgaria, Albanitia,
Second Macedonia and Patriarch of the rest»8.

The same is noticed from the side of the Serbian Archbishops al-
so. For example, Archbishop Arsenius, on the emblem of the Archdio-
cese of Pe¢ says: «Arsenius by the grace of God Archbishop of Peé
and all Serbia, Bulgaria, Maritime, Dalmatia, Bosnia, Croatia, Banat,
Temisvar, Danube, and all Illyria Patriarch»?.

These appeals of the Patriarchal honor don’t possess any
canonical support, they are desirable domestic trends without any
canonical reflection. For this reason in a «Special. Encyclical of the
Ecumenical Patriarch Kallinikos B'» at 1693, we have a reference to
the «autonomous Archbishops who are they of Ahris, of Cyprus, of
Iberia and of Peé», due to an usurpation of the «patriarchal» surname,
by the former Archbishop of Ahris Meletios in Russia8.

C. Spiritual relations

Ina ddition to the administrative situation, the spiritual links be-
tween these two Churches deserve to be mentioted as well. Our docu-
ments mention characteristically the great spreading of the honorary
cult of the Serbian Saint John Vladimir in Macedonia and Epirus,
where mainly the Archdiocese of Ahris was geographically extended.

6. Ibid., p. 837: «Zwowpdg tréw Ocob *Apytenioxomos tic A "lovativiaviic, *Axpet-
Sav, TepPlag, Bouryaplag, AMBavitiac B’, Maxedoviag xai t@v Aowradv Iatpidpyme...
1707».

7. See, Sv. Dusanié¢, Dve beleske patrijarha Arsenija IV u letopisu Peckog
Manastira, Beograd 1980, p. 6: «Arsenij boZieju milostiju praveslavnij arhiepi-
skop Pekskij i vseja Serbij, Bolgarij, Pomorija, Dalmacij, Bosnii, Horvatskoj, Ba-
nata, Temisvarskago, oboj poljdunaja i cjelago Illirika Patriarh A¥MEn.

8. Delikanis, /bid., pp. 795-796: «KaX\wixou B’ Tlepi tév &v 19 ‘Iepapyixe tiig
Kafohuxiic xat ’Amostorwis 'Exwdnolag tdypartt Iatpiapydv... Tobs 8 adrovduoug
dpyremiaxémoug oftivés elowy & "Aypdav, xal 6 Kinpou, xal & i "IBnplac, xal é Iexlov,
xatd Stapbpous xatpols, &’ alrtlaic Tiol @uromipfAoavta 7} wév Paociéwv cmouddopata
wf) 8 xal Tuvodixal Siacnders 8larg dpeouetars, amidg Todg TotovTous 'Apytemioxbmoug
trolnoav xal dvépacay, xai To6To wévov Exovowy Svopa xal 00Te Ayovtar xai obtw ypd-
povtat, dnhovétt dpytemionomor thHc 3¢ Ilazprapyixfic dvopaoclas Eévor mavterdds Omdp-
xouot xal dpéroyot, nai pfte v toig Sintiyorg Eyouvar ydpav, pite & Iatplapyxd xa-
Tarbyw ouvtdocovraw, See also Delikanis, Ibid., pp. 929-1058, ‘Iotopual Inueidoeig
wepl g "Apytemioxonic "Axptddv.
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In the area of Elvasan-Neokastron, during that particular period,
there was a monastery of Saint John Vladimir, known as fragmant,
miraculous and great martyr. The honorary cult of Saint John Vla-
dimir is justified here, because the Saint was murdured by the Bul-
garians the moment he has coming out of the church, in Prespa,
around 1016°.

The particular spiritual links between the Archdiocese of Pe¢ and
the Patriarchate of Jerusalem and Constantinople have to be men-
tioned as well. Three documents are particularly interesting.

One of them is that of the Patriarch of Jerusalem Dositheos at
1706, addressed to the former Archbishop of Peé Arsenios, in which
he recommends the preservation of the unity of the Archdiocese of
Pe¢, in order to prevent the infiltration of papacy among the Orthodox
Serbs, so that the same will not happen in Serbia as it occured in Cro-
atia, Calabria and Erdelion9.

Of the same content is also the letter of the Ecumenical Patri-
arch Athanasios E’ to the metropolitans of Batzika and Fruska at
1709 to support the unity of the Archdiocese of Peé, beeing under its
canonical jurisdiction!l.

Finally, remarkable is the document of the Ecumenical Patriarch

9. Ibid., pp. 866-868.

10. Ibid., pp. 905-910. «Davepdv 3¢ &tt % &vdng tav "Apytepéwv 8tv elvar Suvatdy
va urayBi ywplc Tob ouvdéomou <ig elpfvng, 8ot datlv, d¢ elpnTat, 6 éndatne Siowd-
ocwc Opbvoc, elte Ilatpuapyixde, elte "Apytemoxomuds. Kai &x todvavriov, Saor *Apyte-
peig éxywplobnoay petd tov xat’ adtode érapyidv &nd Tév mpoedpeubvtwv THe SiotAcewe
tudoTov Bpbvou, xat’ dhbyov EEbidvay Tiic edoePelag, nal Téhog dxativinoay sl Tde mo-
wpae éxxdnolag tdv alpetindv, xaboc elvar pepuxol Enloxornor el ™v XapPatiav xal
KadaBplay xai *Epdehlav omol, EexwptoBévteg tév nat’ adtods mpoedpevbvrov Bpévwv,
Unénegov el Tév mamopdvy.

11. Ibid., pp. 912-915: «'lepddtator wnrpomohitar Dpodonag xat Mmdtfixag ol
broxelpevor T@ ayiwtdte Opbvey Ilexiov, & dyle [vedpatt dyamnrol ddedpol xai ouk-
Aevzoupyol &vtipdrator xAnpixol, dotdrtator xabmyodpevor Tdv lep@dv xal cePasulonv wo-
vastrplawv, edraPéorator lepeis &vdoEdrator yevepdhdeg, wvé{ide¢ nal xamertavéor yeh-
ouor Gpyovies xal mpaypateutal xai Aoumol ebroymuévor yptoTiavol T@V abTdv émapyt-
av... bvrelbueba duiv xal ndow Tolg adtéB ypioTiavoig, Iva dmotwvdavreg &’ Oudv
Thv péype tol viv dtaflav, dobupopov nai émpPraBf oboav dg dvrixeiwbmy Tolg lepoig
xavéor xal vépos, Selfnte xat adlc thv mpotépav Fwwopov xal xavovidy, xal 8id Tabta
Bedpeotov xai érmawvethy, edmelBerav xai dmotayny, fv elyov € dpyFic ol adtéb dpyiepeis
mpde TOV xatd xatpods dpytemiononov Ilexiov xbp Kahbvixov... xal gwnuovednre Tob xa-
vovixoh adrtol dvéupatos év talc lepailc teletais xal dwolouBlarg wal mpite, xat dya-
wite, xal SwvhaPeicle Thv aldTol paxapidrra...n.
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Jeremias, in which is emphasized the orthodox spirit of the Archdio-
cese of Pe¢ and of the Serbs under this Church. «’Emetd4 totyapolv xat
Tiveg T@v ETepodtEwy, Poulduevor EEamatiiont Tobg dmhousTtépoug U@V THY
5000365V avaTohx@y YpLoTiavdy, cuxopavtiay xai xatnyopiav Yeudemimia-
otov, xal Shwg EEw T@v Bupdv ThHg dhnBeiac, xal mdvry dvdpuooTov XaTa
¢ lepdc 'Ewdnmeiag ¢ dyrwtamng dpytemioxoric [lexiou xal T@v Tad-
e dpytepbwv EEfveyray, &t Snhadh odx Eyoust T @pévnua T xxb Nudg
dylag 100 Xpiotol ‘Esohnoiag, obte dpbppoves xal 6pédokor Huiv Tuyyd-
vouawy, 8mep ouxopavtia éoTi mpopavig, xal matatohoyia Stdxsvoc xal &cv-
otato Tpdg eEamaTny TGV &mdoustépwv, g elpnTar, émwvonbelon Mueig
vap v "Exsdnetav tiig dpytemaxonic [lexiov, xal tov tadtye dpyremiono-
mov, xal Tobg v adTh Teholvrag dpytepeis peta xai Tév On’ abrovg XpioTi-
avédv XépPwv budppovag Hulv oldauev, @povolvrag Te xai SoEdlovrag, ©g
dnbésc, boa T xab’ Hudc 'Avatohxy "Exxdnoia @povel xal SofdZet, Td box
3¢ Tiveg Aéyouar xat’ adrdv xal Swxfddioust Tolroug, b¢ Etepdppovag, ou-
xopavtial elol Peudels, xai xamyoplar pndaudg dinbedousar... Snhomor-
obpev... xal SafeParobuev, 81§ "Exwdnoia The dyiwtdtne dpytemianomyg
Iexiov, & e apytemionomos Tadtng, xal of &v adTh Tehobvreg apylepets,
pete T@v O’ adtodg yprtoTiavev LépBwv, &vwlev xal éE dpyfic dmapyovet
oudppoveg, xai 6uddobor fuiv, xai Exousr T Nuérepov 6pBodoEov Qpovnpa
e xaf’ fudc ’Avatohundc "Exdmaiag, xal Ty duoreyiav tig *Opbodoou
Hudv miotewe duohoyolat xal maTedouat xatd mavra, O¢ xal Huete. “Evlev
Tot xai yivooxovteg adtods mavtag dpBod6Eoug, ppovolvrag te xal Sobd-
Lovrag xai atépyoviag mavta To THe xad’ Huds *Avatohnic *Exxdnoing 80y-
pata xai Stddypate, Tipdte xal dyanite adTole, xal StevhaPeiole xata TO
mpémov xal Sixatov, pundapdc mposéyovteg, ) mioTedOVTES TALE AATE TOUTWY
gpeoyehialg, ouxopavriotg, xal xatyyopiats T@V £TepodéEwv...nl2,

D. Conclusions

1. The two Archdioceses of Ahris and Peé followed the historical
course of their people. This course is parallel and common. Admin-
istratively, these two churches preserved almost the same autonomy
and independence. Whenever they faced administrative problems and
needed any assistance, they addressed the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople, which evidently acted in such a way, so that their
independence be preserved. The reasons at the subjection of these two

12. Ibid., pp. 915-917.
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Archdioceses to the Ecumenical Patriarchate at 1766 and 1767 are
found within them and outside the real intentions of the Mother Great
Church.

2. Between the two bordering Archdioceses no administrative
problems existed, during that period. On the contrary, in both these
thrones, Serb and Greek archbishops changed, according to the
canonical principle about local and not national and racial churches;
their population was mixted (Greeks, Serbs and Bulgarians).

3. The trends of some Archbishops to be called «patriarchs» had
an internal character and not an interorthodox canonical one; they
were called patriarchs JuA® évéuatt. The oflicial patriarchal documents
never mention them as «patriarchs» but as «Archbishops». Therefore
the aspects of some modern church historians to support today the
«independence» of the metropolitan See of Skopje!3, connecting it with
the administrative regime of the shining past of Archdiocese of Ahris,
are considered by our sources side as inaccurate.

4. The spiritual links between the two churches are developed
through the popular honorary cult of the local Serbian Saint John Vla-
dimir, who was very popular and beloved saint among the Greek and
Serbian population of the same Churches of Ahris and Peé. Remain-
ders of this cult are preserved till today.

5. Finally, particular spiritual and administrative links are de-
veloped between these two churches and the Patriarchates of Constan-
tinople and Jerusalem. These two Patriarchates contribute in various
ways as guardians, to the autonomy of these churches and through
this to the strengthening of the orthodox faith of the Greeks and Ser-
bians, which was threatened by the papal propaganda and especially
by the Ounia, which ravaged the Balkans during those years.

13. See also 'A0. 'Ayyelomoirou, «Td éxxdnorzatindy xaleatig t@v unTpomdiewy
13 Bopetov Maxedoviag dnd <od 1913 uéypt onuepovn, Maxedovixa 15(1975) 28-44.



