GEORGIA IOANNIDOU-BITSIADOU

NEW HISTORICAL ELEMENTS ABOUT THE RELIGIOUS AND
SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF ASVESTOHORI DURING THE 1830’s

1. Ten kilometres north-east of Thessaloniki, the ornament of the Ther-
maikos, lies one of its loveliest suburbs, Asvestohoril. This little town is built
in and around a narrow pass between two hills at the foot of Hortiatis, and
a branch of the Via Egnatia used at one time to form a short cut from here
to Thessaloniki. It is said that this branch road, which also happens to be the
natural road, was used during the Ottoman domination by mail-coaches carry-
ing mail from Dyrrahio to Thessaloniki and Constantinople?. The Via Egnatia
began at Dyrrahio and ended at Constantinople, passing behind Thessaloniki
and alongside lakes Ayiou Vasileiou and Volvid. Asvestohori, built, as we
have said, on this branch of the Via Egnatia, was famed for its rich and abund-
ant production and export of mineral asbestos and for its dry and wholesome
climate®. The townsfolk were always involved with asbestos production and
continued this occupation whenever lack of land to cultivate forced them
to seek their fortunes abroad. They would travel to Gallipoli and thence on
large merchant ships to Asia and its many provinces.

We cannot state with certainty exactly when Asvestohori was founded,
nor do we know when and how the valley was first inhabited. Recent inform-

1. A. L. Arvanitou, “H Maxedovia elxovoypapnuévn, Athens, “Avyi” printinghouse,
1909, p. 116.

2. Harilaou Yeoryiou Tsekou, “Joropla toi *Aofestoywelov, Thessaloniki 1957, p.
18-24.

3. O. Tafrali, Thessalonique au XIViéme siécle, Paris 1919, p. 122, note 2; A. Xyngopou-
los, Zvufolal els Tip ronoygaplay tijc Bvlavrwij; Ocaoalovixng, Publications of the Society
for Macedonian Studies. Theology and philology series, no. 2, Thessaloniki 1949, p. 8,
note 6. See also Ch. I. Makarona, Via Egnatia and Thessalonike. Studies presented to David
Moore Robinson, 1. St Louis 1951, p. 380-388, particularly p. 384 onwards and note 12. See
also G. I. Theocharidou, “Kalapapia® (From the history of Byzantine Halkidiki), Ma-
kedonika 17 (1977) 260.

4. Angelikis Tsiomou, «MaxkeSovikal kad8évar» ('H xopémoiig ‘AcPectoxdpt-
Torela—Mayevtikal kairoval—Exoreia— ExkAnoia—K droikoi—Mia Exdpopn), Kosmos
issue (Ist January) 1915, p. 10: “This town is indeed so rish in its exports of useful building
material, having an entire asbestos-producing mountain at its disposal, that it supplies not
only Thessaloniki but also the nearby towns, hamlets and villages”.

5. B. M. Cousinery, Voyage dans la Macédoine, Paris, vol. I, 1830. See also Gr. P.
Konsta, *Evégyeiar xal Solopovixd Spyia 1ol Povlyapixot xopirdrov év Maxedovlg xal



116 Georgia loannidou-Bitsiadou

ation indicates that Neohori—the first name of Asvestohori—very probably
existed from Byzantine times, though some earlier researchers into the history
of Asvestohori do not believe that the townlet existed earlier than the XVIth
century®. Nevertheless, a chrysobull of Andronicus IV (1376-1379) dated
November 1378, which is now in the Archive of Ayiou Pavlou Monastery
on Mount Athos, makes the following reference: [+ "Enel Tapniag 6 Po-
SooMiPog dvipepev, 811 kéktnTal tpd ypolvov kal [péypr Tob viv mepi v
Kahapapiav] maratoxdpre 8bo [fvopéve, I t0 8¢ °APpapitag kai Neo-
1dprov Aeydpeva, xal tapekdhecey, Tva topiontatl ypvcéBovidov 1iic Bact-
Aglag pov...]’. From this text we may conclude that Neohori—Asvestohori—
is the village mentioned in Andronicus’ chrysobull as a village “near Kala-
maria” (repd tff Kahapaprg).

Dr Michael Papadopoulos®, the author of the oldest book (1879) about
Asvestohori, informs us that this township cannot be more than 300 years
0ld®, which means that it began to come into being during the Ottoman domi-
nation, c. 1580-1600, when the locality was considered suitable for the encamp-
ment of a garrison of soldiers. At that time there was no organised security
in the Thessaloniki region and a good many brigands were infesting the
country-side. Following an edict from the sultan, it was decided to colonise
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the uninhabited well-wooded region, both for the protection of the aqueduct,
the traces of which are still visible today near Hortiatis, and for the safety
of the Via Egnatia and protection of the passing mail-coaches!?, it should be
mentioned that until 1887 Thessaloniki was supplied with water exclusively
from springs in the mountainous region of Hortiatis!!. To serve these garri-
sons, which were made up of government employees usually from southern
Greece, small tower-like outposts were constructed, known as “koules”.
According to tradition, the guards were chiefly of Maniot origin, a fact which
is confirmed by the existence there even today of Maniot family names, such
as Mourdzinos, Moniatsis!? etc. These guards and their families formed the
original nucleus of the colony, and it was called Neohorion or Nihori!3. Greek
and foreign writers dealing with the Thessaloniki region!* knew it by this
name, as do older Thessalonicans even today.

During the XVIth and XVIIth centuries Jewish refugees came and settled
in Thessaloniki and the other towns of Macedonia, and at the same time poor
Christians began to come down from the mountain refuges to the newly-for-
med commercial centres. Research by the Macedonian Historical Archives
indicates that the most significant, and also the most distant, departure,
points of Macedonian immigrants (to Thessaloniki and elsewhere) were the
poor and troubled mountainous areas of Agrapha and Aspropotamos; many
Agraphiots are mentioned as living in Thessaloniki in October 16055, At the
same period, it also seems that various families from Agrapha, Western Thes-
saly and Western Macedonia were settling in the Thessaloniki region, as is
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indicated by family names such as Karagounis etc. Many of these people
settled outside Thessaloniki in Asvestohori (Kirech-Kioi), occupying the area
south of the church alongside the stream, which was called Vlahikos Lakkos
(Wallachian Pit). They spoke Wallachian and were craftsmen, tailors, dyers,
jewellers, shoemakers etc; being more cultured than the local people, they
referred contemptuously to all the older original inhabitants as “paizans”18,

When the settlement began to increase in size, the Turks gave it the name
of Kirech-Kioi, ie. Asbestos Village (Asvestohori), on account of the area’s
abundant production of asbestos. It is also referred to by this name in various
documents from the XVIIth century onwards. In the Macedonian Historical
Archives, and in particular in the Archives of the Ecclesiastical Court (iero-
dikeio) of Thessaloniki, various records are to be found regarding the Asvesto-
hori area. More specifically, two incidents involving men from Asvestohori

are mentioned with precise dates, and the name Asvestohori is used, and not
Neohoril”.

Close though it was to the capital of Macedonia, Asvestohori neverthe-
less possessed noteworthy educational establishments. An elementary school
was functioning there before 1860, and more systematic organisation of the
school began the years later in 1870, when Anastasios Ekonomidis, a teacher
and native of Asvestohori, took over the headmastership and held the post
for some thirty years!®. It is worth noting that in 1879 Asvestohori disposed
of a girls’ school and a boys’ school with four classes each and two infants’
schools; there were a total of 400 pupils and five teachers!®. According to
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one of the inhabitants, until the last years of the Ottoman domination Asvesto-
hori was one of the largest villages in Macedonia and one of the best com.
munities too. It had a boys’ school with seven classes, a girls’ school with four,
an infants’ school with two, and a church?. This is also substantiated by the
population census of the European provinces of the Ottoman Empire, which
was conducted in 1904-1905 by Hussein Hilmi Pasha; the census revealed that
Asvestohori was a notable small town with 736 households and a total of
4,422 inhabitants, “all Greeks”2.,

However, the French traveller Cousinery reports that c. 1830 in the These-
saloniki region, the only village which was inhabited by Bulgarians and in
which Bulgarian was spoken was Yenikioi (New village), near Hortiatis, ie.
what is now Asvestohori?2, It has been verified, however, that the population
of Asvestohori did not consist of Bulgarians alone, as the famous traveller
would mistakenly have us believe; it also comprised Greek-Wallachians from
the Agrapha region, who had settled in Asvestohori long before 18212,
Besides, Cousinery himself mentions that the inhabitants of Asvestohori
spoke Greek and Turkish®,

This is not the first time that Cousinery takes the language spoken as
the only criterion indicative of a group of people’s nationality. According
to what he writes, it is very probable that the Bulgarians in question had
come as labourers and builders during the Ottoman domination and settled
come as labourers and builders during the Turkish Occupation and settled
in the village together with the Greeks; which is precisely why it was called
Yenikioi (New village). Moreover, this was not the only instance of a peace-
time movement of Slavs and formation of a new community during the Otto-
man domination, which was a period when the populations of the Balkan
Peninsula were moving about freely?. There is no reason, however, for us
to exclude the possibility that they were Slavic-speaking Greeks who brought
Bulgarian to the village, the language, owing to close contact with the other
Greeks, acquiring numerous common Greek elements. The bilinguality of
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the inhabitants and the particular dialect spoken in Asvestohori are reliably
substantiated by H. G. Tsekos®,

Wishing to add further to what has hitherto been written about this
lovely suburb so close to Thessaloniki, we are publishing a hitherto unknown
source concerning the community history of Asvestohori and its ethnological
composition. It is a handwritten document signed by Archbishop Makarios
of Thessaloniki and was written during the Greek War of Independence—on
12th February 1826, to be precise. The Greek is faultless. This document, which
is reproduced on the next page, is probably an encyclical addressed to the
notables of Asvestohori and makes a contribution to research into the admi-
nistration of community affairs during the Ottoman domination?’.

The writer of the letter, Archbishop Makarios Vamvouris of Thessaloniki,
is one of the few archbishops of Thessaloniki about whom anything is known.
He was born in Mytilini and served to begin with as Bishop of Kambania
with his uncle Makarios®. In February 1814 he was appointed Archbishop
of Limnos?. In 1821, when the Greek Revolution began, Archbishop Makarios
of Limnos was a member of the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
and it was in this capacity that he found himself in Constantinople, an eye-
witness to the tragic death of the national martyr, Patriarch Gregory V3°,
In march 1824, having served his country for an entire decade, Makarios
of Limnos succeeded Matthew as Archbishop of Thessaloniki3!; in 1830,

however, he was dismissed from office and banished to Iviron Monastery by
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ofov, Mutidfivn 1979, p. 26.

29. For the record of the election of the Archbishop of Limnos, together with details
of his activities on his native island, see Vasileiou G. Atesi, Iepd Mntpomoiic Afjuvou Sid
péoov tdv aldvav, Archive of Ecclesiastical and Canon Law 13 (1958) 33-38.
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the Patriarch, accused of heresy for having transgressed the accepted customs
of the time32, He died on 2nd March 1856 and was buried behind the sanctuary
in Mytilini cathedral in the company of the archbishops of Mytilini%.

In the middle of the last century, the small town of Asvestohori was
divided into four Greek sections, each of which bore the name of one of the
notables. The anonymous work entitled « AcBectoydpiov fj INatpidoypa-
ola» (“Asvestohorion i Patridographia”) mentions four areas, the names of
which correspond to the names of four of the notables of Asvestohori at that
time. The houses in the southern part of the village comprised the section
belonging to Hadji Steryos, a total of 115 households. In the middle of the
village was Tsitserikos’ section, with 147 households. The 146 households
in the north-eastern part comprised Yannos Tsekos’ section and lastly the
north-western section was under Akrives and comprised 142 households.
During the second half of the XIXth century, then, Asvestohori had a total
of 550 households™.

Archbishop Makarios’ letter mentions the notables of Asvestohori by
name, leading us to the conclusion that the community leaders of Asvesto-
hori, that is, the Council of notables or “nobility”, were seventeen in number.
As far as their election is concerned?®, we know that they were elected at the
annual general meeting of the “notables” “and other citizens”. The election
of the community leaders, therefore, was based on the principle of equality;

32. 1. K. Vasdravelli, Historical Archives of Macedonia, p. 521: “Firman issued follo-
wing a charge by the Patriarch. For acting in a manner contrary to the religious customs,
the Archbishop of Thessaloniki, Makarios, was removed from office and banished to Mount
Athos and ordered to be confined in Iviron Monastery. Until the election of another arch-
bishop, the cleric Yerasimos was appointed exarch”. Date (Beginning of Jemazi oul Evel
1246 (1830)).

33, The following inscription is written on his headstone:

«AMOIPYTOY MYTIAHNHL

BAAYXTHN ATAAOTIMON

MAKAPION KAHZEI XPIZETOIO

TA APXIOYTHN AHMNOY ITPOITAZX

OZ I[TAPOZ AYTA AIIO GEXIAAONIKHZ

EYXZEBEOX NQMA ®YAA MAKHAONIHZ

TYMBOXZ OA AMGEKAAYYEN

ANEVYIOZ ON TE I'EPAIPQN

BAMBOYPHX ENG OI XEYEN AITIOZTOAIOX»

2nd May 1856. See Jacob, Archbishop of Mytilini, Tdpot Iargiapydv xal Mnrgonoliry

eic vy Aéopov, p. 26.
34. Anon. (M. Papadopoulos), *Acfearoyweiov 7 Ilargidoyeapia, p. 14.
35. Ibid., p. 49.
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they served a term of one year. The community leaders elected were: the
leading elder, the secretary, the aldermen, the school inspectors and the
churchwarden.

In Asvestohori the community leaders had administrative, taxational
and legal jurisdiction. The leading elder, the secretary, and the aldermen
were responsible for collecting the village’s community revenue, the taxes
of the administrative authority and the prelate’s stipend. At the same time,
it was a part of their duties to keep an eye on public order in the village and
to settle the villager’s minor disagreements and quarrels. Apart from their
internal jurisdiction, the community leaders also represented the community
in its external affairs. The leading elder was exclusively responsible for re-
presenting the village in the capital, Thessaloniki, either alone or accompanied
by others36. The school inspectors were responsible for handling the schools’
financial affairs, appointing and paying the teachers, and overseeing the
schools generally. The churchwarden was responsible for the pagari (the
area immediately inside the church door where candles may be bought and
lit), the Church’s cach account and general order within the Church®. The
Council of notables had fairly wide administrative, taxational and legal juris-
diction until the last years of the Ottoman domination. Of course, ultimately
Asvestohori was under Thessaloniki’s administrative and legal jurisdiction,
as it is today; the villagers’ minor disagreements and quarrels were resolved
by the leading elder, the secretary and the aldermen, within the bounds of
the community’s autonomy, but all the more serious disagreements and the
crimes and felonies committed by the villagers were dealt with by the Thes-
saloniki law-courts®,

It is worth noting what the letter has to say about the judicial authority
and the rights of Archbishop Makarios of Thessaloniki®. His judicial authority
was an integral part of Asvestohori’s community autonomy, an autonomy
which has characterised Greek communities from the time of the Venetian

36. Ibid., p. 49-50.

37. Ibid., p. 50.

38. Ibid., p. 50. For the internal conditions behind the development of the institution
of local self-administration (the community system), see Nikolaou I. Pandazopoulou, Kot-
votruxog Plog el Ty Oerralopayvnoiav éni tovgxoxgarias, republication, Thessaloniki,
Aristotelean University of Thessaloniki, Yearbook of the School of Law, vol. 14-3, Fest-
schrift for Dimitrios I. Karanikas, 1967, p. 41-48.

39. Concerning the legal jurisdiction of the Church during the Turkish Occupation, see
Nikolaou I. Pandazopoulou, *ExxAnocia xai Alxaov eig tiy Xegodvnoov toi Afuov éni
rovpxoxgarias, Thessaloniki, Aristotelean University of Thessaloniki, Yearbook of the
School of Law, vol. 8, In memory of Periklis Vizoukidis, 1960-1963, p. 709-725,
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and the Ottoman Occupations. Until the end of the XVIIith century and
certainly thereafter, the community institution functioned strongly; its si-
gnificance for the Greek population of Macedonia is pointed out by Beau-
jour when he speaks of the “leading elders” of Thessaloniki and of the Greek
clerics who directed public affairs’. The basic reason which impelled the
archbishop to send this letter to the notables of Asvestohori was, it seems,
the controversy which had arisen between the local notables and the people
responsible for the administration of the church at Asvestohori, which was
subject to the Archbishop of Thessaloniki. The dispute concerned Church
and State property, in particular the financial obligations of each. Similar
disputes between the community and the clergy occurred during the Ottoman
domination and even in more recent times. The report of the “Inspector
General of the Greek Schools in Macedonia”, Dimitrios M. Sarros?!, dated
2nd June 1906, concerning Asvestohori, states: «To tapeiov tfig ékkAnoiog
(neta ol kmpomoieiov) elvar dvoeEédeyktov, undiv oyedov cvvelopEpov O-
nép T@v oyoreiov. "Avaykn 1i Tepa Mnrtpdnorig va EEetdon npooekTikdTe-
POV TOUG KOLVOTIKOVG Aoyaplacpnois, kad’ §cov elvat duvatov, dg dpoioyolon
xai avtol ol "AcBeotoywpital, dv INApEn ckompwtépa Srayeipiolg Tod kot-
votikol ypfpatog va datnpnooct td oxorela kal dvev tod &E 170 Apdv
£0vikob eicodnpatrogy (The Church’s cash account —including the money
made from the sale of candles— is difficult to check, and contributes nothing
to the schools. The Holy Metropolis should itself examine the community
accounts as carefully as possible —and the, villagers themselves agree— to see
if a more convenient means of administrating the community finances can be
found so that the schools may be maintained without the state subsidy of 170
pounds).

The archbishop particularly insists that Church and State property be
separated and exhorts the notables to draw up a balance-sheet of revenue
and expenses for both Church and State. This division of Church property
and State property was already taking place during the Ottoman domination.
It is certain that the Church’s property belongs to the community, despite
the division, as the document stresses: «u’ 6Aov dmov kai &xeiva idikd cog
glvai, obte kavévag dAlog Béder ta Aafn» (whatever belongs to you no-one
wishes to take away). The archbishop’s jurisdiction in community affairs is

40. Félix Beaujour, Tableau du Commerce de la Gréce. Formé d’aprés une année moyenne,
depuis 1787 jusqu’en 1797, vol. 1, Paris 1800, p. 49. See also, “Ioropia “EAAnvixot * Efvovg,
vol. 11, p. 196.

41. St. 1. Papadopoulou, “H xatdoracn tijc naideias vo 1906 oriy nabgo Ocooalo-
vixngs, p. 119.
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also indicated by the fact that it is he who certifies the balance-sheet which
the notables are to present to him: «xai dpo¥ xdunte 10 PBerlavilov xal 1o
oépnte xai mpdg Nudg, e va 16 Swuey xai mfefarddswusy» (and when
you have drawn up the balance-sheet, bring it to me so that I may see and
confirm if). This indicates the extent of the Church’s legal jurisdiction throug-
hout the field of common law. It is also clear that the power of this legal
jurisdiction was expanding and becoming stronger. Another point in the
letter which is worth emphasising is the «rtoifjcate £ anopdoewc» (make the
decision), which gives us cause to examine the function and means by which
decisions were made by the notables®2.

The letter also confirms that the archbishop was acting as a religious
leader («x@pig €in &v dpuiv xal elpfivn dnd Oeotw—«iva xai 1| Tob Ocol
26p1s xal 10 dmerpov Eleog €in ped’ dudv») (may the grace and peace of
God be with us—that the grace and boundless mercy of God be with us),
but at the same time also as a supreme judge over the common-law affairs
of the citizens of Asvestohori®3, The interweaving of these two functions of
the archbishop reminds us of the original apostolic Christian Church%, and
leads us to conclude that this tradition is being continued within the Orthodox
Church.

Institute for Balkan Studies
Thessaloniki

42. Apostolou E. Vakalopoulou, ‘fotopla toi Néov *EMmwiouot, I,’ Agxyés xal Siaude-
w1} Tov, Thessaloniki 1961, p.200-1. Concerning the administration of Thessaloniki during
the Turkish Occupation, see K. Tatti, “H xotvétng Ocosarovikng. IIhg Sidxerto dAhote—
Ta Gypaoa E0ipwe—"H dwdexada—Ta omrdiia— 'O npoestdc—Oi npdxpitor—ndool foav
ol ¢xhoyelc—ayvaator Aentouéperar, Makedonikon Imeroloyion, ed. The Pan-Macedonian
Society of Athens, 1913, p. 85-89.

43. The judicial authority of the archbishop, during the Turkish Occupation, which was
his “ancient custom”, was as follows: “...That he should try whomsoever should apply for
his judgment, and should anyone seek a trial and demand his rights, the opponent must
go before the archbishop to be tried without let or hindrance...The decisions and arbitra-
tion of the archbishop shall carry legal authority without any contradiction whatsoever,
and he shall levy fees for his decisions in the usual way...”.In other words, the judicial deci-
sion of the archbishop was final as far as the litigants were concerned. See Ap. E. Vakalo-
poulou, ‘forogia to0 Néov “EAMmmouot, I, p. 200-1,

44, Acts of the Apostles, chapter II,
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«TLATATOL TPOKPLTOL Y pLoTiavol tob ywpiov dcPeotoydpl, GTe TPOESTOG
Fedpyog, X:fiiag otéplrov, Xn=dvtdviog, kai @pdykog Xn:Apydpn,
dnuntprog Inavdwvii, kdtag eihinmov, ctéprog Kurapical, tétkog otdiov,
xaovetaviivog vikohdov, Fedpylog tavayidtn, tavayidtng tfokaia, papkog
GTOYLAVVT], KUTeppiong KupLdKxov, opayxkos dyyedovon, Idvvog dyyelovon,
pakovslog dapavri, Oopdc Sapid, kal otéplog xwvetavtij yapig €in dulv,
xai eipfvn dnod Oeob. PAtnovieg Thv tapodoav fpdv Exdooty, va cuveydijte
Aot oag, kai va xadfonte va Eekabapionte Todg Aoyapraspong 1ig Exkxin-
ciag cag &v poPa Beobd, kai kabepd cuvveldfoel, kal va yopionte 10 ypéog Tiig
E¢xxkdnoiag anod tol ypéovg T0b Yopiov cag, kai va xatactpdonte éva pra-
Aavilov nocov ypéog Exer 1| adtn Exkhnoia, kai wob ypewctel xai nobev
Exel va Aappavn, d1d va pévn yopiatov 10 ypéog tiig EkkAnoiag arod 1o (péog
tfig xdpag, pdrota elvarl kai Gpaptie va dvwovnte 10 ypfog kai 10 képdog
tfig ExkAnoiag péoa eig Tiv ydpav cag. kai did Tolito wpénel va elvar yopr-
610G 6 hoyapracpog tfig EkxAnoiag, kai p* Shov 8mov kai éxeiva 1dikd cag
elval, ovte kavévag dAdog O&her Ta AaPn, xai dpol xapunte 16 Pehavifov,
Kai to @épnTe xai npog fpds, dia va 10 16duev, xai EmpPepaurdoopev 50ev
ofitw yvackovreg, rorfoate &€ drogpdoews, ®g fi6n ypapouev cag, iva xai
1 To0 g0l yapig, xai 16 Encipov Eheog ein ped” dudv.

qwxot 11 1f @efpovapiov
‘O @eooarovikng Maxkdapiog 1826 1] 12 PePpovapiov»



