KONSTANTINOS K HATZOPOULOS

WAS ALEXANDER YPSILANDIS STRUCK OFF THE LIST OF
OFFICERS OF THE RUSSIAN ARMY?

On the night of 21 February 1821 (OS), Alexander Ypsilandis unex-
pectedly changed the Filiki Etaireia’s revolutionary plans® and left Kisnov
in Bessarabia, where he had had his headquarters since the autumn of 1820.
Accompanied by his brothers, Nicholas and George, and a few close associates,
he hastened to the Russo-Turkish frontier with the intention of declaring the
Greek Revolution in Iasi in Moldavia?. On the evening of the next day, he
crossed the River Pruth and, leading a couple of hundred horsemen from
the local guard who had come to meet him, he entered the principality’s
capital. Late that same night, he met Prince Michael Soutsos (who was privy
to the Filiki Etaireia’s plans) and other prominent members of the secret
revolutionary organisation, and they made the initial decisions about the
declaration of the Revolution?.

Two days later, on 24 February, Alexander Ypsilandis issued from Iasi
his celebrated proclamation, which bore the title “Fight for Faith and

1. According to the plan of war entitled “General Plan”, Al. Ypsilandis had to go to
Peloponnese where he was supposed to declare the outbreak of the Greek Revolution early
in the spring of 1821 [see, Ioannis Philimon, dosxiuiov torogixdy meol tns EAAnvixntc Ena-
vacrdoews (Historical Essay on the Greek Revolution), Athens 1859, vol. I, pp. 49 and 82-
83; Al L. Despotopoulos, H andpaois negi tne EAAnwinijc Enavacrdoews tov 1821 (The deci-
sion regarding the outbreak of the Greek Revolution in 1821), Athens 1965, pp. 92-96 and
102-107]. The leaders of the Greek secret revolutionary organization approved of the
“General Plan” during their meeting at Ismail (a small town in Bassarabia) at the beginning
of October 1820.

2. Al Ypsilandis, in his letter of February 21st,1821 (OS) sent from Kisnov to Emmanuel
Xanthos in Ismail, wrote: “I, my brothers and relatives are leaving for Iasi this evening.
We’ll declare the outbreak of the revolution there, God willing” [see Em. Xanthos, Amwouyy-
povevpara megl tne Didixrjc Etatpias (Memoirs concerning the Filiki Etairia), Athens
19392, p. 142]. B

3. J. Rizo-Neroulos, Histoire modérne de la Gréce depuis la chute de I'Empire d’Orient,
Genéve 1828, pp. 287-289; F. H. Marshall, “H ev étel 1821 otpateia Tov Yynidvrov €1g
tag Mapadovvapiovg Hyepoviag” (Ypsilandis’ expedition in the Romanian Principalities
in 1821), in deAriov Tng Ioroguxis xar Ebvoloyuxiic Evageias tng EMddog X (1962) 468-469,
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Country!” and summoned all the Greeks to arms to throw off the Ottoman
yoke!. The same day he sent a relatively short, but very interesting letter to
the Russian Tsar Alexander I, who was in Laybach, where the members of
the Holy Alliance had been meeting since the end of January in order to discuss
how to quell the rebellions that had broken out in Naples and Piedmont®.
Ypsilandis first outlined the reasons which compelled the Greeks to take up
arms against the Sultan, and then went on to inform the Tsar that the Revol-
ution had spread all over the Balkans and that no human power could stop
the Greek onslaught. He finally appealed to the Tsar’s philanthropic and
Christian sentiments and asked him to intervene on behalf of the Christians,
ending with an epigrammatic flourish: “Purgez I’Europe de ces monstres
sanguinaires [i.e. the Turks], et daignez ajouter a tous les grands noms que
la reconnaissance européenne Vous donne déja celui de libérateur de la
Gréce™®.

The Tsar’s reaction, when he received the letter and learnt of the rebels’
initial actions in Moldavia and Wallachia, is well known. Wishing to prove
his faith in the principles and aims of the Holy Alliance (for he had, after
all, been the inspiration behind it), and urged on by the Austrian Chancellor,
Metternich, he officially condemned the Revolution, assured the Sultan of
his own good will, and declared his decision not to interfere in the Ottoman
Empire’s internal problems’. Finally, setting aside his personal feelings to-
wards his former aide-de-camp, he is supposed to have ordered that Ypsi-
landis’s name be struck off the list of Russian army officers.

All this is well known to modern historians, and no-one would seem to
challenge it. However, a close scrutiny of the sources gives rise, in my opinion,
to various pertinent questions, particularly with regard to whether or not

4. Philimon, Greek Revolution, vol. 1I, pp. 79-82. See also, Movdgvdia rov Aydvog.
ITgoxngvéeig-Oesnicuara, 1821-1827 (Leaflets published during the Greek Revolution:
Proclamations-Decrees, 1821-1827), Introduction by I. K. Mazarakis-Ainian, Athens 1973,
vol. I, no 5.

5. J. A. R. Marriott, The Eastern Question, Oxford 19514, pp. 194-5; Ed. Driault et
M. Lhéritier, Histoire diplomatique de la Gréce de 1821, a nos jours, Paris, 1925,t.1, pp. 129-
131; P. V. Petridis, H dimdwuarinr) dpdoic rov Iwdvwov Kanodistoia vnée twy Elijvawr
(John Kapodistrias’ diplomatic activity concerning the Greeks) (1814-1831), Thessaloniki
1974, pp. 129-131.

6. A. F. Prokesch-Osten, Geschichte des Abfalls des Griechen vom Tiirkischen Reiche
im Jahre 1821, Wien 1867, vol. 111, pp. 61-62.

7. See the “instructions” sent by Ioannis Kapodistrias on March 14/26, 1821 from
Laybach to the Russian ambassador in Constantinople, Baron G.A. Stroganoff (Ibidem, pp,
68-70),
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Ypsilandis’s name actually was struck off the army list.

The matter is first mentioned by the first historian to write about the
Filiki Etaireia and the Greek War of Independence, Ioannis Filimon. Referring
to the Tsar’s reaction to the declaration of the Revolution at Iasi, Filimon
states that an “imperial decree” was issued at Laybach and that the first of
its four sections ran as follows: “Prince Alexander Ypsilandis is struck off
[my italics] the roster of the Russian military service™®. In an attempt to
explain the Tsar’s action, Filimon observes: “Since Ypsilandis had left the
ranks of the army without first submitting his resignation and having it ac-
cepted, and since he had used his leave for a purpose other than the balneo-
therapy for which it had been issued®, and declared himself leader of a revolu-
tion, it was a natural consequence that he be struck off the roster”!°.

Professor Apostolos Daskalakis republished the same “decree” about
100 years later, making a few merely linguistic changes to the text of it. Ac-
cording to his version, the first section was as follows: “Prince Alexander
Ypsilandis is dismissed [my italics] from the service of Russia™!l.

Apart from the two mentioned above, most of the other historians who
have dealt with the Greek War of Independence of 1821 also accept that
Ypsilandis was struck off the list of Russian army officers by decree of the
Tsarl2. Very recently, in fact, two Greek and one Soviet historians have

8. In the remaining three articles of the “Imperial decree” the Tsar: a) Disapproved
of the Greek Revolution, b) Ordered general Wittgenstein, commander of the Russian army
posted at the Russian-Turkish border, to continue with “strict neutrality” during the Greek-
Turkish conflict and ¢) Announced to theOttoman government that he would respect all
the treaties signed by the two sovereigns in the past.

9. T deal with Al. Ypsilandis’ “leave for balneotherapy” analytically later on.

10. Philimon, Greek Revolution, vol. 11, p. 128.

11. A. Daskalakis, Keiueva-IInyai tnc worogiac tne EAApvinric Emavactdoews (Texts-
Sources concerning the history of the Greek Revolution), Athens 1966, vol. I, p. 135. The
above mentioned text, with few changes, was also published by D. Kokkinos in his
voluminous work entitled Iorogia Tng Elinrixijc Enavactdsews (History of the Greek
Revolution), Athens 1967 (vol. 1, p. 107).

12. G. G. Gervinus; forooia ¢ enavacrdoews xat avayevvioews tne EAlddos (History
of the Greek Revolution and the regeneration of Greece). Transl. by 1. H. Pervanoglous
Athens 1864, vol. I, p. 222; A. F.Prokesch-Osten, lotogia tn¢ enavacrdoews twv Eldipvay
xard Tov Obwuavixos Kodrovg ev érer 1821 (History of the Revolution of Greeks against
the Ottoman Empire in 1821). Transl. by G. G. Antoniadis, Athens 1868, vol. I, p. 35; K.
Mendelson-Bartholdy, Iotogia tnc EAAddos and tns vné twv Todoxwy aldoews s Kov-
oravtwvovndlews péyor Twv xal’ nuds yodvwv (History of Greece from the conquest of
Constantinople by the Ottomans till now). Transl. by M. 1. Papparrigopoulos, Athens 1872,
p- 226; Th. Gordon, loropia tng EAAnwixtic Enavactdoews (History of the Greek Revolution).
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repeated this view, though they make no mention of the “imperial decree™.
Professor Apostolos Vacalopoulos discusses John Capodistria’s letter of
14/26 March 1821 to Alexander Ypsilandis (which we shall look at below)
and observes that “Alexander [Ypsilandis] and his brothers were cashiered
[my italics] from the ranks of the army”!3. In a study devoted to Ypsilandis,
the Greek historian Georgios Kamarados-Vyzandios avers that the Tsar
“dismissed him from the ranks of the Russian army” because “he considered
him to be a rebel and a deserter”14. Finally, in a very recent study, the eminent
Soviet scholar of that period, G. L. Ar§, notes in this respect: “The Ypsilanti
brothers were discharged [my italics] from the Russian service”1%.

A careful examination of the above mentioned sources allows me to
observe that: 1) The two Greek historians who publish the “imperial decree”
neither mention the source in which they found the original text of the decree
(the text they themselves publish, although they do not say so, is obviously
a Greek translation), nor do they state its precise date of issue; and 2) Those
historians who maintain that the Tsar punished Ypsilandis by stricking him
off the list of Russian army officers employ widely differing terms for one
and the same action. Their indiscriminate use of such expressions as “struck
off”, “dismissed”, “cashiered” makes one wonder, for there is a considerable
difference between them.

What has been outlined above gives rise, in my opinion, to two pertinent
questions: 1) Did the Tsar really issue an imperial decree at Laybach striking
Major -General Alexander Ypsilandis off the list of Russian army officers?
and 2) What was the precise penalty imposed upon Alexander Ypsilandis?
Was he simply “dismissed” from the Russian military service, “struck off”
the list of Russian officers, or, much more shamefully, “cashiered”?

As far as the “imperial decree” is concerned, the earliest information is
to be found in Ilias Foteinos’s work on the aspects of the 1821 Revolution in
Wallachia. He relates that, in an attempt to disunite the Greek and Romanian
revolutionary forces that were active in Wallachia, Udritzky, the Austrian

Transl. by Frixos-Vrahas, Athens 1976, vol. I, p. 36; K. Paparrigopoulos, Iotooia tov EAAn-
wxo? 'Efvovs (History of the Greek Nation), 7th ed., Athens s.a., vol. V, p. 541.

13. A. Vacalopoulos, Iotogia Tov Néov EAdmviouod, top. E': H Meyddn EMnvix
Enavdotacn (History of the New Hellenism, vol. V: The Greek Revolution), Thessaloniki
1980, p. 224.

14. G. Kamarados-Vyzandios, H alijfeia yia rov AAélavdpo Yynidvrny (The truth
about Alexander Ypsilandis), Athens 1984, p. 190.

15. G. L. Ar§, “On the life in Russia of the Greek patriotic family of Ypsilanti”, in Bal-
kan Studies XXVI (1985) 87,
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Deputy Consul in Bucharest, notified the leader of the Romanian insurgents,
Theodore Vladimirescu, of the content of two issues of the Viennese Greek-
language newspaper, Ellinikos Tilégrafos (Greek Telegraph), in which the
Tsar’s condemnation of the Greek Revolution was discussed. The second
issue contained the full text of the “decree* which, according to Filimon and
Daskalakis, the Tsar had issued at Laybach. Foteinos republishes the text
verbatim from the FEllinikos Tilégrafos, but at no point does he refer to it
as an “imperial decree”8.

Much more specific information is to be had from the Romanian his-
torian Andrei Otetea’s study of the 1821 Revolution in the Romanian prin-
cipalities. With reference to the Tsar’s reaction on hearing that the Greek
Revolution had been declared at Iasi, Otetea notes: “But the Tsar did not
content himself with this censure, which was directed exclusively at Ypsilandis
himself. At the Austrian government’s request, he published in Metternich’s
official organ, the Osterreichischer Beobachter, on 17/29 March and in
Vienna’s Greek newspaper the following communiqué, which was also printed
in The Times of London on 11 April 182177, Otetea then goes on to give,
in Romanian translation, the full text of the communiqué, which is virtually
identical to the text of what Filimon and Daskalakis call the “imperial decree”.

Taking all the above information as my starting-point, I looked up the
newspapers in which the Tsar’s communiqué was printed. Issue No 89 of the
Osterreichischer Beobachter, dated 30 (and not 29) March 1821 (NS), contains
the following article: “Zu gleicher Zeit wendete sich der Fiirst Ypsilanti
mit einer in dhnlichem Styl gefassten Bittschrift an S¢ Maj. den Kaiser von
Russland, und forderte diesen erhabenen Monarchen auf, der griechischen
Nation, insbesondere aber den zunichst in grosser Gafahr schwebenden
beiden Firstenhiimern, Seinen vielvermdgenden Beistand nicht zu versagen.

Gleich nach Ankunft vorstehender Nachrichten zu Laibach, haben Se
Maj. der Kaiser Alexander zu erkldren geruht, dass Allerhdchstdieselben die
Unternehmung des Fiirsten Ypsilanti nur als eine Wirkung des unruhigen
Geistes, der die jetzige Zeit charakterisiert, so wie der Unerfahrenheit und des
Leichtsinns dieses jungen Mannes betrachten kénnte. Zugleich aber haben S¢
Maj. der Kaiserl. Majestﬁt Folgendes angeordnet:

1) Der Fiirst Alexander Ypsilanti ist vom russischen Dienst ausgeschlos-
sen.

16. E. Photeinos, Ot dfAot tn¢ ev Blayia EAlqvucic Enavacrdoews to 1821 évog (The
heroic events of the Greek Revolution of 1821 in Wallachia), Leipzig 1846, pp. 66-67.

17. A. Otetea, Tudor Viadimirescu si revolutia din 1821 (Theodore Vladimirescu and the
revolution of 1821), Bucharest 1971, pp. 298-9.
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2) Es wird ihm angedeutet, dass S¢ Maj. der Kaiser sein Unternechmen
durchaus missbilligt, und dass er dabei niemals auf irgend eine Hiilfe von
Seite Russlands zu rechnen hat.

3) Es ergeht an den commandirenden General der russischen Truppen
am Pruth und in Bessarabien, Grafen v. Wittgenstein, der bestimmte Befehl,
bei den in den Firstenthiimern Moldau und Wallachen ausgebrochenen Un-
ruhen die strengste Neutralitdt zu beobachten, und unter keinerlei Vorwande,
weder unmittelbar noch mittelbar daran Theil zu nehmen.

4) Diese Beschliisse werden dem russischen Besandten zu Konstantinopel
mitgetheilt, mit dem Befehl, die Pforte davon zu benachrichtigen, und die
derselben bei Gelegenheit des neulichen Aufstandes in der Wallachen ertheil-
ten offenen und lonalen Versicherungen abermals zu bekriftigen; Der Baron
v. Strogonoff soll ausdriicklich erkliren, dass die Politik S Maj. des Kaisers
allen und jeden Umtrieben, welche die Ruhe irgend eines Landes bedrohen
konnten, ein fiir alle Mal fremd ist; das jede Theilnahme an der dergleichen
Bewegungen mit den rechtichen Grundsdssen S* Kaiserl. Majestat im Widers-
pruche stehen wiirde, und dass der Kaiser in seinen Verhiltnissen mit der
Pforte keinen anderen Zweck und keinen anderen Wunsch kennt, als den
der Aufrechthaltung und piinctlichen Vollziehung der zwischen beiden Mich-
ten bestehenden Vertriage”!8.

On the same day, issue No 26 of the Ellinikds Tilégrafos also contained
the full text of the Tsar’s communiqué;'® while some days later (on April
11th 1821) with reference to events in Moldavia and Wallachia, The Times
likewise printed a translation taken from the Osterreichischer Beobachter.
The introduction and first section ran as follows: “As soon as the preceding
intelligence was received at Laybach, the Emperor Alexander was pleased
to declare that he could consider the undertaking of Prince Ypsilanti only as
an effort of the unquiet spirit which characterizes the present times, as well
as of the inexperience and levity of that young man; but at the same time His
Majesty has resolved as follows:—Ist. Prince Ypsilanti is excluded [my italics]
from the Russian service”?°,

It will have become quite clear by now that when he learnt of the declara-
tion of the Greek Revolution at Iasi, Tsar Alexander did not, in fact, issue an
“imperial decree”, as certain historians have maintained. He gave out a simple
communiqué, which “excluded” Alexander Ypsilandi “from the Russian ser-

18. See plate no 1.
19. See plate no 2.
20. See plate no 34.
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vice”. This is further reinforced by the fact that the valuable series of docu-
ments of nineteenth-century Tsarist foreign policy published by the Soviet
Academy of Sciences contains no imperial decree even vaguely resembling
the one the Tsar is supposed to have issued at Laybach in March 1821. More-
over, in the plentiful diplomatic correspondence published in the volume
covering the period March 1821-December 1822, no reference whatseover is
made to the issue of an imperial decree concerning the events in Moldavia
and Wallachia?!,

The second question which concerns us here is whether Alexander Ypsi-
landis was “dismissed from the Russian service”, “struck off the list of Russian
officers”, or “cashiered” from the rank of major-general in the Russian army.

His “striking off™ the list of Russian officers is first mentioned by one of
the Tsar’s Ministers for Foreign Affairs, John Capodistria. On 14/26 March
1821, his instructions to the Russian Ambassador to Constantinople, Baron
G. A. Stroganov, mentioned inter alia that: “Le Prince Ypsilanti ... a été rayé
[my italics] de la liste des officiers russes”22. A few days later, on 30 March
(NS), the Tsar’s second Minister for Foreign Affairs, K. V. Nessel’rode sent
a circular to the Russian diplomatic services, in which he mentioned the events
in Moldavia and Wallachia and Russia’s official position with regard to the
Greek Revolution, and noted that Alexander Ypsilandis “est rayé des con-
troles de I’armée avec défence de jamais rentrer en Russie”?3,

The problem is that the view expressed by the Tsar’s two Foreign
Ministers blatantly contradicts the imperial communiqué of 30 March 1821
(NS), which latter must unquestionably be considered to carry more weight
than the two documents quoted above. According to the communiqué, the
Tsar did not strike Ypsilandis off the list of Russian officers, but merely
“excluded” him “from the Russian service”: the German text published in
the Osterreichischer Beobachter and the English translation published in The
Times are perfectly clear on this point. But in the Ellinikés Tilégrafos the
words “ist vom russischen Dienst ausgeschlossen” are quite arbitrarily trans-
lated as “kaBaipeitar dxo t1v ‘Pocoiknv Sovievowv” (is cashiered from the
Russian service), thus putting a different complexion on the whole affair and
causing historians (particularly Greeks) unprecedented confusion.

21. Vnesnjaja politika Rossii XIX i na¢ala XX veka (Russian foreign policy during the
19th and the beginning of the 20th century), Moscow: ed. Nauka, 1980, vol. IV (X1I), pp.
70 et seq.

22. A. F. Prokesch-Osten, Geschichte des Abfalls..., vol. 111, p. 69.

23. Vnesnjaja politika Rossii..., vol. IV (XID, p. 70.
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In view of all that has been said above, I am compelled to suppose that
both Capodistria and Nessel’rode either put their own interpretation on the
first section of the imperial communiqué, or, probably in order to create more
of an impression, considered it expedient to ‘upgrade’ the penalty the Tsar
had personally imposed on the former major-general of the Russian army
and subsequent leader of the rebelling Greeks. However, since it would none-
theless be reasonable for some doubts still to remain concerning Ypsilandis’s
dismissal, let us look in detail at the actual events in chronological order.

On 12 April 1820, as we know, Alexander Ypsilandis was officially
elected “Commissary General” of the Filiki Etaireia®*. Recent investigations
by Ar$ have shown that at that time he bore the rank of major-general of the
Russian army and was “Commander of the First Brigade of the First Division
of Hussars”?®, When he became leader of the Greek secret revolutionary
organisation, he was apparently ready to resign his commission, but at Capo-
distria’s instigation he refrained from doing so?. What he did do, though,
was to withdraw from active service, seeking—and obtaining—two years’
sick leave on the pretext of needing to travel abroad for balneotherapy?’.
His resignation from active service is confirmed by: 1) John Capodistria,
who notes in his autobiography: “In the winter of 1820, Prince Ypsilandis
sought and was pranted his retirement from active service and sick leave
outside Russia”?; and 2) the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, K. V.
Nessel’rode, who, writing to the Russian diplomatic services on 30 March
1821 (NS), notes: “Le Prince Alexandre Ypsilanti, général major russe, mais
hors d’activité de service depuis un an pour cause de santé...” 29,

To sum up: in spring 1820, Alexander Ypsilandis became leader of the
Filiki Etaireia and for this reason resigned from active military service on the
pretext of needing to travel abroad for reasons of health. As I see it, this means
that he asked (and his request was granted) to be relieved of his duties as
commander of his military unit; which was quite natural, in view of the fact
that his forthcoming long absence would necessitate his being replaced. This

24. Philimon, Greek Revolution, vol. 1, p. 33.

25. G. L. Arg§, op. cit., p. 81.

26. G. G. Gervinus, op. cit., vol. I, p. 147; K. Mendelson-Bartholdy, op. cit., p. 208.

27. G. L. Ar§, op. cit., p. 86 (In this study is published for the first time Al. Ypsilandis’
passport issued by the Russian Imperial authorities on June 23rd, 1820 “for treatment
abroad with mineral waters until the healing of his wounds”).

28. Agyeiov Iwdvvov Kamodiorgia (Ioannis Kapodistrias’ Archive), Corfu 1976, vol.
I, p. 61.

29. Vnesnjaja politika Rossii..., vol. IV (XII), p. 70.
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does not mean, however, that he lost his rank of major -general in the Russian
army; he retained it, evidently in order to preserve the kudos it brought him
in the eyes of the members of the Filiki Etaireia and the Greeks as a whole.

Ypsilandis officially resigned from the rank of major-general on 24
February 1821 (OS) in the letter he sent the Tsar immediately after the Greek
Revolution had been declared at Iasi. At the end of the letter, he wrote: “Moi
et mes fréres nous demandons trés humblement notre démission [my italics]
du service de V[otre] MJajesté] I[mpériale]”3°. Their joint resignation was
accepted in a letter Capodistrias sent to Al. Ypsilandis on 14/26 March 1821
at the Tsar’s command. The relevant sentence runs as follows: “Vous n’étes
plus ni Vous ni Vos fréres au service de S. M. Impériale”!. A. S. Sturdza
independently confirms the acceptance of Ypsilandis’s resignation in a letter
he sent to Capodistria on 2/24 April 1821, in which he wrote inter alia: “)’ap-
prends avec une surprise mélée d’émotion de joie et d’inquiétude que le Prince
Alexandre Ypsilanti a levé 1’étendard de la délivrance de la Gréce ... que sa
démission du service de ’empereur lui a été accordée™32.

Consequently, when Tsar Alexander issued the communiqué published
in the Osterreichischer Beobachter on 30 March 1821 (NS) and “excluded”
Ypsilandis “from the Russian service”, the latter was no longer a member of
it, neither in practice nor even officially, having submitted his resignation on
24 February (OS) and the Tsar having accepted it on 14/26 March—no less
than four days before the communiqué was published.

The next pertinent question, then, is: What was the point of the Tsar’s
“excluding” Ypsilandis from the Russian service at all, and particularly by
the unorthodox means of publishing an “imperial communique” in the official
organ of the Austrian government?

One thing that I personally believe should be ruled out right from the
start is the suggestion that the Tsar was trying to diminish Ypsilandis as an
individual. There are two main reasons for this: 1) Ypsilandis had already
resigned from the Russian military service both in practice and by formal
request, and consequently to “dismiss” him, at least as far as he himself was
concerned, was quite meaningless; and 2) In becoming leader of the Filiki
Etaireia and, after the Revolution had been declared, commander-in-chief
of all the rebelling Greeks, Ypsilandis had acquired a special place in both

30. A. F. Prokesch-Osten, Geschichte des Abfalls..., vol. 111, p. 62.
31. Ibidem, p. 67.
32. Vnesnjaja politika Rossii..., vol. IV (XII), p. 94.
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Greek and European history®. It would therefore be illogical to suppose
that he might see the ending of his military career in Russia as a humiliation
or an outrage to his personal honour and dignity.

Clearly the Tsar’s action was not aimed against Ypsilandis as an individ-
ual. In “excluding” his former major-general and the present commander-
in-chief of the rebelling Greeks “from the Russian service”, his purpose was
threefold: 1) To appease the Ottoman government by reassuring it in this
way that Ypsilandis had acted without his consent®, 2) To impress his fellow
members of the Holy Alliance, who, justifiably or not, had been worried that
Ypsilandis might have declared the Revolution with the Tsar’s blessing??,
and 3) To convince European public opinion—which had enthusiastically
hailed the Greeks’ decision to cast off the Ottoman yoke—that Russia con-
sidered the Revolution to be unlawful and its leader a common renegade.

The Tsar’s last, and ‘most important aim was to deny Ypsilandis the
kudos he gained amongst the Greeks and other Christians of the European
provinces of the Ottoman Empire from his rank of Russian major-general.
All these people, who were being called upon to rise against the Sultan, had
therefore to be convinced that Russia was not about to support the Greek
Revolution, even if its leader was a former officer of the Russian army and
quondam aide-de-camp of the Tsar. So, apart from formally condemning
the Revolution, the Tsar also wanted to reduce its leader’s importance, which
he tried to do by “dismissing” Ypsilandis from the Russian service—despite
the fact that the latter, as an honourable soldier, had had the grace to resign
his commission beforehand.

This hypothesis of mine is supported by three factors: 1) The fact that
Austrian censorship required Vienna’s Greek-language newspaper, the Elli-

33. The well known Russian poet Alexander Pushkin, in a letter addressed to his friend
Davidov in the beginning of March 1821, wrote about Al. Ypsilandis: “And dead or a con-
queror, from now on he belongs to history...An enviable lot” [see M. Th. Lascaris, “O Ilov-
oxivkat n EAAnviki Eravdotaoic” (Pushkin and the Greek Revolution), in Néa Eovia XXI
(1937) 488 and J. Farsolas, “Alexander Pushkin: His attitude towards the Greek Revol-
ution, 1821-1829”, in Balkan Studies XII (1971) 64].

34. However, the Ottoman government was not sufficiently satisfied by the Tsar’s
measures, because “they expected...Al. Ypsilandis to be cashiered as a rebell and not to be
simply struck off the records of the Russian military service” (G. G. Gervinus, op. cit., vol.
1, p. 222).

35. AL Ypsilandis, in his proclamation issued in Iasi on February 24, 1821 (OS) (see
note 4), referred to a “great power” ready “to protect the rights of the Greek people”. That
led the Europeans to suspect that Russia was ready to help the revolted Greeks (Philimon,
Greek Revolution, vol. 11, pp. 80 and 84).
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nikds Tilégrafos, to publish the Tsar’s communiqué on the same day as the
Osterreichischer Beobachter®®; [Furthermore, Austrian censorship was prob-
ably to blame, in my opinion, for the fact that the German “ist ausgesch-
lossen” was mistranslated into Greek as “kaBaipeitor” (is cashiered)]; 2) The
wide dissemination of the Tsar’s communiqué, through the efforts of the
Russian® and Austrian®® diplomatic services; and 3) The negative effect on
the political and military leadership, all the Greek, Romanian, Serbian, and
Bulgarian fighters, and the people of the two Romanian principalities, of the
announcement of the Tsar’s decision to “exclude” Ypsilandis “from the
Russian service™?®,

From all that has been said in this study, three main conclusions emerge:
1) Immediately after the Greek Revolution had been declared at Iasi, Alex-
ander Ypsilandis officially resigned from Russian military service on 24
February 1821 (OS), though he had in fact retired a year before, on becoming
leader of the Filiki Etaireia, and had sought, and been granted, two years’
sick leave abroad; 2) Although Ypsilandis’s resignation had been accepted
on 14/26 March 1821 in a letter from Capodistria by order of the Tsar, for
purely political reasons the latter issued an “imperial communiqué”, which
was published in the Viennese Osterreichischer Beobachter on 30 March 1821
(NS) and “excluded” the leader of the rebelling Greeks “from the Russian
service”; and 3) At no time did the Tsar issue an “imperial decree” by which
Alexander Ypsilandis was “struck off the list of officers of the Russian army”
or “cashiered”.

36. Demetrios Alexandridis, the editor of the Greek gazette EAlmwixdc TniAéyoagog,
after the outbreak of the Greek Revolution, was forced to obey “the instructions” of Met-
ternich’s censorship; otherwise the Austrian authorities would definitely close his gazette
down [see G. Laios, O eAAnvixds timog Tn¢ Biévwne and tov 1784 uéyet rov 1821 (The Greek
press of Vienna, 1784-1821), Athens 1961, p. 91; N. E. Skiadas, Xpovixd 1n¢ eddnrucis
tvnoygapias (Chronicle of the Greek Press), vol. 1: 1476-1828, Athens 1976, p. 143].

37. See K. V. Nessel’rode’s circular of March 18/30, 1821 addresed to the Russian diplo-
matic authorities. In this circular the Russian Foreign Minister annexed the issue no 89 of
the Osterreichischer Beobachter [Vnesnjaja politika Rossii..., vol. IV (XII), pp. 70-71).

38. See the report of April 16, 1821 (NS) sent to Metternich by Fleischhackl von Hak-
kenau, the Austrian consul in Wallachia [Documente privind istoria Romdaniei. Colectia E,
Hurmuzaki. Serie noud, vol. II: Rapoarte consulare austriece (1812-1823)(Documents
concerning the Romanian history. New series, vol. II: Austrian consular reports, 1812-
1823), Bucharest 1967, pp. 667-8]. See also A. Otetea, op. cit., p. 329.

39. E. Photeinos, op. cit., p. 60; Philimon, Greek Revolution, vol. 1I, pp. 128-129; K.
Mendelson-Bartholdy, op. cit., pp. 235-6; A. Ofetea, op. cit., pp. 328-330 and 344.
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jDcliermctjii(ier §s5S5e(M)adhler,
gceitag, ben 30. 2Uéar] 1821.

Wetccrcligifcice | Set Cer itobddjfung. 3 therm, nach Tteaum. x Barometer- f SDini. axjltttrun;.
»f?bH.ttun3en . o

8 Uhr ToTergeni  \  p 2t/.. @rah. * 283 2 10 v. ¥ eso. iNevg. triib.

8 utr radjmiftlgi * | g ©rei. * 283 1 £ V2 eso. nuttflm.
ss. Slits -8,!. to Uhr ObenCi 1+ 47, @rah 83 2.0 T. Y eo. faradj. heiter.

»®©ici# nag, 2infunfi Po®ebcnber 92adond{cn ju
6aibndj, haben Wiaj. bet Saifer 2ileranber ju értiai
ren geruht, bag 2iUerhé&d)ftbicfctbin bie Unternehmung
bes durften 9)pfilanti nur als.eine iuirfung bes unrut-
higeu 6eiftcs,~ber bie jcgige3cit daralt ripiri,. fo mie ber
Unerfahrenheit unb bes Cci#tiinns biefes jungen OTam
neS b'etrathien fimnfe. 3uglcidj aber haben '©*.' faifetf.
gjbajcftat gdgenbes angeorbnet e slm e

»1) 3b5er sutu 2llcranber ~filanti iftpom ruffiffen
©iciift ausgcfiploifcn.”. ,

»2), Ss wirb ihm engebeutet, bagS'-OTaj. berSai-.-
fer fein Unternehmen burcgamns migbiUigt, unb bagecbal:
bei niemals auf irgenb eine £ulfe you Seite IKuglanbS.
ju,rechnen hat.” i LN R S | e

,,3) ©5 ergeht an bcn.commanbircnben ©entrat 6'er
tuffifeheti Gruppen am Wrutij. ,utib in Bcgarabien, Q}ta.
feit ». SSittgenftein, ber beftimmte iSefehl, bei'ben in ben.
gurftetithiUmern LWMbawu unb JIBaadgen ausgebrochenen'
Unruhen tic ftrengftéviénfralitdt'ju beobadccn, untimi
ter fciucrici Bormanbe, weber'unmittelbar nog mittel-,
bar barati S!';eil ju nehmen.”

. »4)" Diefc 23efa;luffe werben bein ru{prdcn ©efand
ten ju Aouftaiitincpel mitgcfheilt/. mit bem Befehl, bie
Pforte bauen ju bcnadnduacn ,<lnb bie térfélben bei
©elcgenhéit bcS neulithcn 2luf:b'nbes in ber.lL3aKadep
ertheiiten offenen unb tonalen Weiterungen abermals
ju beir.iftigenV ber Waren ». ©trogonoff foli ausbri'ufi
lip crllren, bag bie N"Jplitit ©r OTaj. beSSaifers allen
unb jeben Umtrieben, Tcldc biC9%uhc irgenb eines San»
bes betrogen ténnten, ein. fur alle 91al fremt ift; tag
jebe 3.beiiuaf)tne an'berglelcden Bewegungen mit ben
recpllidben ©runbf.ifien .©'.- faifcrl. ©bajeftat im iditers
fprudie ftehen n'Urbe, unb bag ber .nailer in feinen Bet!
haltniffen mit ber Wfctie feinen anteni Smed unb fen
neu anbevn 'iSunfd) fennt, als ben berlilufreehthaltung
unb piinccen Wolljiehung ber $nnlgen beiben
M b.'ft H
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4 mtumclimt, IMNACC S jteiianti piUlrcsseU a pcuuoii, uxman.
up in the mTe style, to hie Majesty the Keipcye? of Kiiaia, end
called upon that august Sovereign not to refuse his powerful support,
to the Greek nation, and particularly to the two principalities which,

were exposed to great danger. _ )
““ As soon as the preceding intelligence was rretired at Laybach,

the Lutperor Alexander wax pleased to declare that he could considcr-
the undertaking of Prince Vigilanti only cj an effort of the unquiet
spirit which characterizes the present times, a* well as of the inex-
exiwricnse ami levity of that young yuan ; but at the same bis Ms«
jesty has resolved os fellows :—

“ “1st. Prince VpiriUmt i* excluded from the Russian service.

“ “lid. Itis notified to him that his Alajauy the Emperor entirely’
disapproves of his enteryibe, and that he is never to expect any kind,
of support in it on the part of Russia.

““ *3d. Express orders are given to General Count Wittgensteinv
commanding in chiefthe Russian troop« on the Pruth and in Bessara-
bia, to observe the strictest neutrality in the troubles which have
brunen out in the principalities of Moldavia and Walachia, and un-
der no pretext whatever to take any part m tlicm, either directly or
indirectly.

““ * 4th. These resolutions ate communicated to the Russian am-
bassador at Constantinople, with orders to co”nmunicute them to the
Porte ; and, to confirm the frank and open assurances given to it #n
occasion of diciate insurrection m Walachia, Baron Von $(rogonofi’
shall expressly declare that the poirey ofhis .Majesty is, onte for all,
ulien to all and every intrigue which msy threaten the tranquillity of
any country whatever; that any participation in such commotions
wuuld be in contradiction to (he upright principles of his Imperial
Majesty ; and that the Emperor, in his relation« with the Porte, has
nu object and no wiali but the mZinsenance and uunctual execution!
ot tile treaties subsisting between the two |*owi-r».

“ Orders have likewise been given by our Court fo
Austrian internimelo at Consrantinopic, to express limiseli in the
same manner, and to signify to the Purte, in the most friendly tern:*,
the sincere desire of hie AJajcsty the Kinpcror, by the inviolable ob-

Plate 2.
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ENNHNIKO>Z THAEIPA®OX

ElTuffe«C TT* T«

noA<«*n , yiXoloyixil« xal iumopixn ifr,pipi's>

"AVATOAIKS pe(n

TIx;xNeJdh T* [E3
ViV «de

MOAITIKAI EIAHZEIZ.

E/Zugic$ ix Tov b. B. ZtpRtivpatoc.

tiisv 4 mIpIcoTXWTIPP itepcypo?™N Twwviw-
rVVaupiavtwv noAipixwv imxitpnuotwy v*ita-
MNot* ripe T®v omoiwv Av:Ipipap:v v T-Z Tpon-
yovpivv. o*p:9uw tv n/p.Xt,yn,

» Tt 15, Maprt.

Xiapxog EnUch £X tou ti.AO™ou Twv Koviwv

Impo/wpn™v o avtr/j-

Sta pfoouv Tagliacozzo zf¢ v Zopav, iv9a ce
Nia:oAitavsi iupioxovto 2000 Ttov OpIBuoV ,
0:5(XS'jaivo< erro* Tov “vwcov XIAiapxov de Con-
<iliis, ocqq kavxatal £npool'w¢ OTI tStlxs 1O
«pwTov onpelfov **; a'mogaciav* xat Sta TOUTO
Tpoaimnopitato TNV inwvop/Bv KulFpoyag tng
NIATTOAIWG* 6pwg Siv avt*-o9n xaXXiupov
TiBpP toug Ao:Tovg, «Titon n Zopa aStioobn pi-
xac plya p/pog
TTG iXit opoupaq tycvtv dixpoXwtov, 0o at o*v

TX TOAAG OAIKAV QVTIGOCIV,

T-7.*A*pxo¢ EnUch 1(nxoAoudnot v ¢patiov
Tov ovipoNicwg SCA TG \:<vac,.
n il ZaXayl tng ¢patwtixl'{ popag ZTouT-
T4> onccav ovTjXti ovtog o avTi-
X*Xio?y.** * **Q<yvil *in pt v i Abruzzo
mpoxwpovoav {oXayya Tou OvtttftXSpapjidXXo'j
RBxpxvou Mohr, g omoiag n* « pripoc9opuAaX*
t.-'vxi Topopc/w; *5. 1*¢ ZouApovaB, xa)
i'ilmxi tov ix0pov I1*¢ tOoV Aapspov Tpog TO
Caatgl di Sangro.

®" - 3°. MajTiou 1821;

XiliBpGATiNixX«.

1/0 ¢potn™og Mi ml «xivndn» xodwg pit.
TRit pira Vv TTOVTIAN Av*0lv  TOU GPOTIWT<XOV
OwWPOTOG, PE TECOOPOC TwV TIGWVTOV U'¢ Nta-
TIOAlV, Xat* GAAoug o1, 0:0* TOT.0pGXio TOV*A-
op:aT:Xou itiXayovg. *H xotoAa6oloa autov Tv-
y-) exope pitadu Twv deo* toug ¢panjyevg Ca-,
rnacosa, Filangieri xai Ambrosio cpsauxTbu

POSOANV tv2uTIwaTV

Tavtn 1 ¢iypg TSV 10¢  axoroudou;
VIWTIPOG €1oNPe ¢.
K. B. ¢?wt-.x:fiv i/ Cedrano, ti' 17- Miit. iJ.Ji.
O 1X6poGg, OKUPWUEVOG WV XOi COOTOTTE-
alicv Ix moMovu nin xaipou napa San Germano*
ipOiVETO £*Awv va pog Tpoacplivn tv tautn T|
Sinu' ANVt 1IN Sex tov TtavtiAn Craaxop-
TUAPUY TOU CPATIVPOATOC TOU  GPalv,xou ETTL
e‘c 1o¢ Abruzzi £« Tou lativtv GA0 pegov
TOU va avTigBON *«{ TNV 3ca Peaov ZOULAPWVOC
Xatp* vwtwv G Beociwg nepa tw Garigliano
TIPOXVPNOIV NG umo* tov Bapovov Molir H. B.
NPEOTIWTIXNG POAANOG, INXBTIAITH TOUTNV TV
w¢* 1 npipa
& San Ger-
mano, v9a axoAovall aup<ov xac T0 ¢pativpa

3iecv oviv a'vugPaiwg tivog*

IpItpotdotuAaxn IpAnxi ™ 1

auTo.
Adipnax, m 35 Mapt/ou.
Tng Bilvwng n aunixn ifr.ptpic nipci'Ml
2y. T1o0TOoV TO OxoAouda e TO Xpipov TOV
Aalpmay omo 25. Mdptiov.

Plate 3.
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i!( to toyov »is IAIOlPOIRiw;, xal ntpiypapn t»i*
«TIOCOOI0* GAw» ru» [pi»»* tfiXu» ol; pio*
i, noUou OUnN yvXieiliae* xal nponapoaxlua-
aSi'oav pib /x ToAoi* xpo'»»* ano pJonaTtpc
Ta; MI;«»'; ttaipta;, 4™ i» «a*»«xoi wpl-
pa’oooa* i.Te*d;aa.-*, j3i?Ji»* v euroi; Yt ip-
GJVTIXOU; Xoyctit- &ri TO ITixltpvpB OADl -
Xu tvl» ini%<ip'lv xet ippnixnv Bxirtn* /*"““{ pl-
yoXru 7litSM(/Oti‘o>> io*opus|.

'£% tao’ru fypxiuv o [Mpixxiy 'TynAo™*n;
enyoaa* mpo; to» ptyiht.oratu» autoXoarcpa
Vuiiieij Obyytypipuiirpi Xate »C !0:0» upOli
NPOIXOAI* r-vr* io» «i.'ano* Mo»»pxn* vp'pn
0’oin'in <> ro J pPRixixo* 19*0|, xot poAnB li;
ta> ouiru; Xx:»i»n»ou«a; ptyitXio¢ }uo ifyipc-
tlict; ry» noxoiuVepo» (30n8uf* TOH.

Eu90- onov r])\50* r T AOIpr]Bx a: o»u—
A «o/ ailg» r]u$vxxBlv o IAJraAtcotaros ot—
Tox;crra)p 'ANi{atopoT

vaxvjptidvj, ori *i

INeyx).i<or)jstou isotaro va ro iii«yi«-
pr/j.2 r:v npifiTO¢ rCv~Xavico uovov cJ¢ ano-
.TiAio;™* 10U XOpaitypidntig Tov Tmapovia Xa:-
pov " Aotaoaxou nvlv/xaros, lu Iv;C aro-
piag xac I\appevoca; TOUTOU TOU viou avipog.
‘Ev latvV-J ™ {itaniv n Kai?op:xn MiroAko-
T/(;Tou Ta a'xofioii9a.

1) 'O Np:|7:@ Tev,Maving taSaipiUai ano
Tr.v ‘Pojoarxrv {OLAILNV-

2) OiAii Tou pcViusSt » ore y MiyaXfcory,;
TO0UL 0 atjtixparo»p xataxphii écokoj to ritixii-
p>pal TOL* gac* ore xara Tooro £i* i/1T ToTi
va Napolj i*¢ xaxptiav jSo~fcav it pipov; Pho-
cea;.

3) OIAil mpo7»x95 p'tjtsds ¢ Ecocx'Iv ®pXi-
¢pain”™og Tov ripa* tov lMpoito» xac v Biooo-
panNji  Pujaacxoj
71»¢gPBrv, va rtapar/;-} xara* T0g
#X MoAauia xai BXT/r2

gpativitatog, xoang BcTT-
ixpayic'aa;

rapala; axpav oudi-
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TpdiPa, (oG5 pa{
bippia TtpopPpil, oCtUpp{rn,.
' 4) Aurei ai ero?06o«,j 3iXouei xoniuij ,;{

nat »a Pn* »ujixoi»»*,-

our' opia»;

10» I» Huv™avriioorolli Pwpo,.0» Ttp/BA», i
npogoyn,
TYnANV Mopra» t «oi »a iniiifoiuj>) ailfy; ro;
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foSiioa; iiOixpini; Rtffaiu‘oeic ¢

tou »a i-ioRoirej) -tipi autu» tryv
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Ol oni.uaj(trai li;

I:»B1 i.a' nono;
nooa» axtuojpie» *oi pnxivp'; a'iroSXi-
"*B*T'o» TN; NOOXiP; o'Tolooin'noT Xoi-
on nara X0i»U)»ie li; TOialra «r*nppr«
te xpnno xol tijiia ppo-
»NpPRTB tN; Botoxpfropixn; MixMiilo'into'; too ,
xaV on o auroxparup li; ta; oxiou; too pita’
n; o'YnAn; MopTa; 41» yropi™u GAo» 0x0To»
X0i 10'xn* ¥ 1?pn Tv» {IBIN'pnoi» xai Bxpi?n rx-
tiXloiv 1» unap”™oueoi» pitafu o'ppotipo)» toj*
Touimofi>» PBovInxx*.

‘Ex (i plipou; tn; i»RU9R OWNAOTPTN; ou-
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10» £» Ko)n;a»ti*ou-
rpiofu* »a ¢piAnon xotp’ tn* ilia» -
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AlloTOTOO 00TOXPATOPO; TIPO;

»o(0>,

o'napoiato* Pip-
nont» ru» pitomu Aotplag «a! MNopTa; or.ap-

J-0-J7U» 0»*9nxwv, U'pn»Ix»* *«l

xai inopi*»;
yiXixu* Txiol»>».
Tiianoii;, nj i3. Maprt.

‘O Aunpiaxo; MopBtnpntn™; iTlpii/li (iB1-
TI00* I» Jiiano'Xl»; 13. Mapt. spoppa .
tov omoio» iiou V' mpAnyt;-

,, O MpiXXIW-"PU**»7; «*»n154 ~a 10 ;:e-
TOTIiO* rou Mignino ii» »a* nporpiAn Tn*ix-
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X1 »a ioxipp'on xota rou Au;pitxO» ¢pptio/x-«-
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to;- ‘0 to* xxxo* Op»$ «aipov Tpii*> t; O
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