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THE INSTITUTE FOR BALKAN STUDIES IN 1964 
A REPORT ON ITS ACTIVITIES

I. Publications

In 1964 the Institute published the following books:

1. (Serial number 68): Theofanis George Stavrou, Russian Interests in Pales­
tine, 1882-1914. A Study in Religious and Educational Enterprise. Pp. X+250 
+2 plates. The author is Associate Professor at the University of Minnesota.

2. (Serial number 69) : Νικολάου K. Μουτσοπούλου, Εκκλησίες τοϋ 
νομοϋ Φλωρίνης. [Nie. Κ. Moutsopoulos, Churches of the Prefecture of Fio­
rina]. Pp. κδ'+90+143 plates+I map+29 figures in the text. The author is 
Professor at the Faculty of Architecture, University of Thessaloniki.

3. (Serial number 70): Evangelos Kofos, Nationalism and Communism in 
Macedonia. Pp. XXI+252+8 maps. The author is M.A. of Georgetown 
University.

4. (Serial number 71): Δημ. Κανατσούλη, r Ιστορία τής Μακεδονίας μέ­
χρι τοϋ Μεγάλου Κωνσταντίνον. [Dem. Kanatsoulis, History of Macedonia 
till the time of Constantine the Great]. Pp. VIII+188+1 map. The author 
is Assistant Professor at the University of Thessaloniki.

5. (Serial Number 72) : ’Αλεξάνδρου Λέτσα, Ό Αίμιλιανός Γρεβενών και 
το Νεοτουρκικόν Κομιτάτον. [Α1. Letsas, The Metropolitan of Grevena Ai- 
milianos and the Committee of the Young Turks]. Pp. 54+3 plates. The 
text of a lecture.

6. (Serial number 73) : ’Αντωνίου ΑΙμιλίου N. Ταχιάου, Ό ΠαΧσιος Βε- 
λιτσκόψσκν (1722-1794) και ή άσκητικοψιλολογικη σχολή του. [A. A. Tachiaos, 
Paisii Velitskofski and his ascetic-philological School] Pp. 150+6 plates. The 
author is Research Associate of the Institute for Balkan Studies.

II. Lectures

In 1964 the following lectures were given at the Lecture Hall of the In­
stitute:
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1. Em. Condurachi (University and Academy of Bucarest): Vinfluence 
grecque dans la région Balkanique pendant Tepoche grecoromaine.

2. M. Berza (University and Academy of Bucarest) : L'état actuel des 
recherches sur l'histoire du moyen âge en Roumanie.

3. Iorio Tadič (University and Academy of Belgrade) : La Grèce et la 
Dalmatie au XVIe siècle. Published in this volume of Balkan Studies pp. 1-10.

4. David Talbot Rice (University of Edinburgh) : The Frescoes of the 
Saint Sophia Church in Trehizond.

5. Irwin L. Merker (Rutgers University, N. J.) : The Ancient Kingdom 
of Paeonia.

6. Ödön Fiives (Polytechnical University of Budapest) : Greek Com­
munities in Hungary. The lecture was given in Greek. An enlarged version 
of it will be published by the Institute in 1965 (Serial number 75).

III. Guests and Visitors

The Institute had the pleasure to include among its guests and visitors 
in 1964, Professor Bruno Lavagnini, University of Palermo, Professor Ranuc- 
cio Bianchi Bandinelli, University of Rome, Professor Deno Geanacoplos, Uni­
versity of Illinois, Professor Kurt Weitzmann, Princeton University, Profes­
sor George Ostrogorsky, University of Belgrade, Professor Stavro Skendi, 
Columbia University, Professor Henri Stern, Centre National de la Recher­
che Scientifique de France, Professor N. Thodorov, University of Sofia, Pro­
fessor G. Hofmann, University of Texas, Professor H. Buchthal, Warburg In­
stitute, Professor Stanford Show, Harvard University, Professor S. Xydis, 
Mushon Center for Education, Columbus, Ohio, Professor M. Retins, Ad­
rian College, Michigan, Dr. Douglas Dakin, University of London, Profes­
sor Milos Velimirović, Yale University, Dr. Ivanka Nicolaevich, Byzantine 
Institute, Belgrade, Professor R. Cmdicić, University of Zagreb, Dr. J. Rodden, 
Peabody Museum, Harvard University, Professor Andrea Tietze, University 
of Illinois, Mrs. D. Hemmerdinger, Centre National de la Recherche Scienti­
fique de France, and the members of the Faculty of History, University of 
Belgrade, Professors Ivan Božić, Voja Djurić, Jovan Kovacević and Dejan Me- 
dacović.

— Dr. Dimitrije Djordevit, of the Historical Institute of the Serbian Aca­
demy of Sciences in Belgrade, who was doing research work at the Institute
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under the Program of Cultural Exchange between Greece and Yugoslavia, 
left Thessaloniki at the end of July.

— Professor Charles Jelavich of the Indiana University, Department of Hi­
story, spent ten months in Thessaloniki, on a research followship of the In­
stitute for Balkan Studies, with Professor Barbara Jelavich of the same Uni­
versity, who was on a Rockefeller Foundation scholarship. They left at the 
end of June.

BASIL LAOURDAS 
Director of the Institute

TURKISH STUDIES IN THE UNITED STATES

I

In a certain sense, Turkish studies in the United States somewhat paral­
lel the developing American interest in the former Ottoman Empire — the 
Near and Middle East — and the modern Turkish Republic. It is, of course, 
an old story that, while the American interest in that part of the world is as 
old as the Republic itself, dating back some two centuries, until 1939, the be­
ginning of the Second World War, the American interest centered around 
the missionary-philanthropic-educational enterprise, while even the com- 
mersial interest was more aspirational than actual, and there was a general 
absence of political interest, despite the concern for the fate of the peoples 
of the Empire at the Paris Peace Conference in 1919.1 As Georgiana Stevens 
has well noted, as late as 1945,2 knowledge of the peoples of the area was rel­
atively meagre among Americans. The Lawrence legend had cast its shadow 
over the Arab portions of the former Empire. American missionaries and 
teachers who had worked in the area, and had learned Turkish, Persian or 
Arabic, had also learned “to bridge the more subtle communications gap 
between East and West.” And in a somewhat later period there was another 
group which had become “aware of Middle Eastern complexities” — the man-

1. Georgiana G. Stevens, Editor, The United States and the Middle East (Englewood 
Cliffs, N. J., Prentice-Hall), 2.

2. See especially John A. DeNovo, American Interests and Policies in the Middle East, 
1900-1939 (Minneapolis, University of Minnesota, 1963), 447 pp; Leland Gordon, American 
Relations with Turkey, 1830-1930: An Economic Interpretation (Philadelphia, 1932), 402 
pp; Sydney N. Fisher, “Two Centuries of American Interest in Turkey,” reprinted from 
A Festschrift for Frederick B. Artz (Durham, N. C., Duke, 1954), 113-138.


