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ually culminate in the «PigWar» of Tarriffs, King Alexander and his wife Draga
were gunned down in their bedroom by several junior army officers, who feared
that the childless royal couple would be succeeded by one of Draga’s hated younger
brothers. Alexander was the last of the Obrenovi¢ dynasty.

The last chapter, by far the most interesting, delves into the question of World
War One and the extent of Serbia’s role in causing it. Petrovich absolves the Serbian
government but does admit complicity on the part of various members of Serbian
military.

The book would have been easier to read if it had been pruned, although its
volunimity could be a boon to some. The illustrations are clear and well-chosen,
but there are altogether too few maps to illustrate the complex territorial gains,
losses and quests of the hardy Serbian people, who are remarkable not so much
for having created the kingdom of Serbia but for having survived it.
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These three volumes have been published by the Institute of North Epirus
Research, Ioannina, which has started the publication of the results of research car-
ried out in 1976. Its aim is to investigate all aspects of the life, of the activity and
of the civilisation of the approximately 200.000 Greeks living in Northern Epirus.
The latter has been incorporated in Albania by a decision of the great European
Powers of 1914 confirmed in 1921 despite its liberation by the Greek Army and
despite the supremacy of the Greek element which unanimously favoured the union
with Greece.

The book of Mr. Dokanaris deals with the life and the activity of Constantine
Palaskas who served his country from early youth to death wherever and whenever
this was possible.

The book of Mr. G. Ch. Papadopoulos, a retired official of the Greek Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, who has served in Northern Epirus before 1939, is very useful
because it includes all documents dealing with Northern Epirus and adds some
statistical data, both with the appropriate comments. He proves on the basis of
official documents and data how little Albania complied with the obligations assumed
towards minorities by international treaties, to the decisions of the International
Law Court of the Hague and to the recommendations of the League of Nations
and how little the European Great Powers were justified in incorporating a nearly
70% Greek area in a foreign country.

The book of Mr. Tziovas deals with the activity of a very efficient Greek church-
man Gervasios Orologas. He was 1895-1900 and 1902 bishop of Koritsa and 1900-
16 bishop of Ioannina. The analysis of his successful activity and of the conditions
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prevailing under Ottoman domination until 1912 in these two provinces which
the Patriarch of Constantinople entrusted him gives a picture of the possibilities
of the Greek prelates when able and when dedicated to their duty and of the vital-
ity of the Greek communities despite tremendous difficulties created by the Ottoman
authorities and by the propaganda of foreign powers pursuing imperialistic aims
and not deprived of the appropriate financial means.

Northern Epirus was freed three times 1913, 1918 and 1940 by the Greek Army
but the latter has always been obliged to withdraw in the two first cases on the
order of the Greek Government which had to comply with the decisions of the Great
European Powers and in the third owing to the evolution of World War II in the
Balkans. Despite these very unfavourable developments the Greek spirit survives
in the area involved.
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11 s’agit d’un ouvrage digne de mention dont la publication dans les Bulletins
en rubrique a été trés utile. On serait tenté de relever que les villes bulgares y jouis-
sent d’un traitement privilégi®é mais les autres villes balkaniques ne sont pas com-
plétement oublites. L’étude de la question n’était pas aiste faute d’informations
et de donnees statistiques suffisantes. On obtient une idée de I’insuffisance de ces
derniéres si on note que le premier récensement de la population a été effectué¢ dans
I’Empire Ottoman en 1831. L’auteur a essay® et est parvenu & donner une syn-
thése satisfaisante de la matiére traitée et a pu incorporer dans son texte toutes
les donndes statistiques qu’il a pu réunir tout en admettant qu’elles sont souvent
incomplétes, qu’elles ne facilitent guére les comparaisons et qu’en ce qui concerne
I'importance de 1'élément héllénique elles essaient de la diminuer. Aussi en ce qui
concerne les données en termes monétaires ’auteur les indique en akge et en pia-
stres sans donner des explications sur ces unités monétaires, sur leur évolution
du point de vue de leur pouvoir d’achat et du point de vue de leur valeur en or ou
en devises, enfin sur leur relation avec la livre turque. Par contre il fait une classi-
fication des revenus et de la valeur des proprietés urbaines et rurales ce qui permet
au lecteur de concevoir les relations entre eux.

En étudiant les actions et les omissions du gouvernement ottoman on con-
state combien I’histoire se repéte. En effet 1’auteur se refére & 1’expulsion de la
population héllénique de Constantinople en 1453 et & son remplacement non seu-
lement par des Turcs venus d’Asie Mineure mais aussi par des Grecs attirés d’au-
tres régions. L’auteur attribue cette action au désir de maintenir une population
héllénique 4 Constantinople, mais on se demande alors dans quel but ceux qui y
étaient établis en 1453 ont été forcés de partir. Il semble que la reponse est similaire
4 celle qu’on aurait donnée en essayant d’expliquer I’expulsion quasi totale des
habitants de Pnom Penh, il y a quelques années, et des nombreux bourgeois de
Budapest dans les premiéres années qui ont suivi I’établissement en Hongrie d’un



