Artemi Xanthopoulou-Kyriakou

The Migration of Pontic Greeks
from the Russian Caucasus to Macedonia (1912-1914)!

In the early 1870s, the members of Xenophon, a Greek association
in Trebizond founded in 1872, were profoundly alarmed by the con-
tinuing departure of the Greeks from the area of Pontus for Russia.
Although the migration fever was showing signs of abating, having
increased dramatically since the end of the Crimean War, there was good
reason to fear a resurgence now. The leaders of the Greek community
(higher clergy, scholars, and merchants) perceived in the mass migration
the very real danger that the Greek element in north-east Asia Minor
would enter a severe demographic and economic decline. Their concern
should also be considered in relation to the widespread anti-Slav feeling
that had developed both in Greece as well as among the Greeks of the
Ottoman Empire as a whole, following the clear evidence of Russia’s
partiality towards Bulgaria. Little wonder then that the members of
Xenophon were now in a quandary as to whether it would be better for
the local Greeks’ to migrate to Greece or to stay in their ancestral
homes, or, if they were obliged to migrate, whether it would be better to
go to Greece? or to Russia. The outcome of the debate was: it was “more

1. This text which consists a part of an extensive research of mine in the subject is a
revised version of a paper delivered at the international conference on The Diaspora of the
Greeks of the Pontus, which was collectively organised by the French School in Athens, the
Centre for Pontic Studies, and the Centre national de la recherche scientifique (France), and
took place in Athens on 29-31 March 1995. The aim of the study is: i) to determine the
circumstances in which the idea came to fruition that Pontic Greeks who had emigrated to the
Russian Caucasus (chiefly the Kars area) in the 19th century should re-emigrate to Greece
(1913-14); ii) to follow the process and the pace of their migration to Macedonia; and iii) to
record where they eventually settled. Apostolos Vacalopoulos’ brief paper, “L’émigration
des Grecs du Caucase en Macédoine”, in Les Relations entre les peuples de I'URSS et les
Grecs, fin du XVIIIéme - début du XXéme s., Thessaloniki 1992, pp. 210-17, is based on
known published sources and does not exhaust the subject.

2. It was the first time that this possibility had been mooted.
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advantageous” for the Greeks to stay in the areas they had preoccupied
for centuries; but if they were forced to go, anywhere would be pre-
ferable to Russia3.

All the same, before the end of the decade the pace of the Greeks’
flight from the Russo-Turkish marches had quickened. The annexation of
the former Ottoman areas of Batum, Kars, and Ardahan after the Russian
victory in the war of 1877-8 led to the departure of the Moslem popu-
lations (particularly those who had been involved in the anti-Russian
risings) and prompted Christian populations (Armenians in particular)
once again to move en masse eastwards. These exchanges of populations
were assisted by the special Russo-Turkish accords (included in the Con-
stantinople Protocol of 8 February 1879) that provided for the emigra-
tion of the inhabitants of the transferred territories in the two adjacent
states. Indeed, in the spring of 1880 the whole of the Pontus was agog
with rumours of an almost universal determination on the part of the
Greeks and the Armenians in the areas between Samsun and Kerasun to
migrate to the now Russian Caucasus. According to the British consul in
Trebizond, Alfred Biliotti, this general agitation was due as much to the
Moslems’ and Christians’ discontent with the region’s long-standing,
chiefly economic problems, which the government did not seem disposed
to resolve, as to the general perception, verging on belief, that the Rus-
sians would soon be occupying the whole of the Black Sea coast. The
Christians also believed that migration would bring them relief from the
Porte’s financial demands, from the exploitation inflicted on them by
the powerful local Moslem (and some Christian) elements, and finally
from the insecurity aroused by the increased banditry and violence that
had followed the arrival of thousands of Circassian and Laz refugees in the
region.

This general climate of excitement further fuelled the notion that
Greek émigrés from the Pontus should settle in Greece. It seemed a pro-
mising move, especially in view of the prospects offered by the annexa-

3. The risk that Greeks who migrated to Russia would be russianised was outlined in an
interesting memorandum submitted by Greek citizens who were permanent residents of
Trebizond to the Greek Foreign Ministry in May 1872: Artemi Xanthopoulou-Kyriakou,
“Metavaotevoelg EAMvaov otov Kavraoo ®atd tov 190 awwva” (Greek migration in
Caucasus during the 19th century), AKMZ, 10 (1993-4), 118-19, incl. relevant literature.

4. Xanthopoulou-Kyriakou, op.cit., 122-24.
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tion of Thessaly to the Greek state (1881-2). Indeed, Aristidis Papado-
poulos, the Greek consul in Trebizond (1881), in complete accord with
his British counterpart Biliotti’, made specific proposals to the Greek
government, though they met with little response. All the same, it is in-
teresting to note that, despite the unfavourable conditions, two Greek
clergymen, from Karahissar and Ordu, visited Greece as the representati-
ves of 300 families to investigate the possibility of their settling there
permanently. _

In contrast to the, up to a point understandable, obtuseness of the
Greek authorities, the Russians introduced a number of incentives that
drew the great majority of the Greek émigrés to the new Russian acqui-
sitions in the Caucasus, particularly in the Kars area. A further incentive
for these populations was the fact that the areas in which they settled
were familiar and closer to their old homes and that they were moving to
a country with the same religious faith. Characteristically, their response
to their clergy’s desperate efforts to dissuade them was: “We shall go
where our faith is™.

Between 1890 and 1900, very few families took their chances with
the much-touted migration to Greece. For most of them, the venture,
which was essentially unsupported by any kind of government plan-
ning’, ended either in an inglorious return to their adopted homeland or
in deaths.

5. For a brief account of his activities during his term of office in Trebizond (1873-85),
see Xanthopoulou-Kyriakou, op.cit., 122f.

6. The same consideration seems still to have taken priority early in the 20th century. A
contemporary scholar from Kromne noted in frustration: “In vain would one strive to prove
to them that Russia is the enemy of Hellenism in that it persecutes the Greek tongue and
Greek letters. One would receive the reply that it is of no import, for Russia has the same
religious faith as our own”; Kromnaios, “H KQuva YEOYQQQLXKG, EBVOAOYLRMG, EXTTAL-
SevtLndg, Bonoxevtivwg ®al nBumwmg eEetatopnévn” (Cromne from a geographic, ethno-
logical, educational, religious and moral perspective), Zevogdvre, vol. 5 (1907-8), p. 346.

7. Dionysios Metaxas-Laskaratos, EAAnvixai mrapowiar Pwooiag xat Pouovviag
(The Greek communities of Russia and Romania), Braila 1900, pp. 71, 84-5.

8. The very interesting data (particularly the proceedings of the relevant parliamentary
discussions) assembled by Isaak Lavrentidis in his study “H xatd to 1895-1907 petowresia
EAMivov ITovtiwy tov Kavrdoov ewg EAAGOa” (The settlement of Greek Pontians from
Caucasus in Greece during the 1895-1907 period), Agxeiov IIévrov, 31 (1971-2), 450-
514, are highly indicative of how Greece regarded the prospect of the immigration of Pontic
Greeks.
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When the demographic map of the Tsar’s empire took final shape in
the last quarter of the nineteenth century, the basic framework of Tsarist
policy towards the numerous (approximately 100) ethnic groups within
it also crystallised. Specifically, the policy prescribed considerable state
intervention in the economic, social, and cultural life of the various
ethnic minorities in order to strengthen the Empire’s political and cul-
tural homogeneity. The first aim was achieved by applying the principle
of intermixing the ethnic groups, imposing unified legislation, and cen-
tralising administration as much as possible. The second aim was achie-
ved by making the Russian language compulsory and supporting the rus-
sifying role of the Church. The chief exponent of this policy was Tsar
Alexander III (1881-94). After the revolution of 1905, his successor, Ni-
cholas II (1894-1917), who adopted the same strategy, was forced to ac-
cept a more democratic implementation of some aspects of the system?.

However, the efforts of the Tsarist régime to achieve unity in fact
had quite the opposite effect, for they accelerated the “national” awa-
kening of the alien, heterodox ethnic groups from the East. They proved
equally ineffective in the case of the Christian peoples, who refused to
accept the alienation of their national characteristics, which had been
formed before they settled in the Empire. In particular the small com-
pact Greek settlements in the Caucasus (most of which had been formed
in the second half of the nineteenth century), whose members had
brought to their new homeland their own ideas about their communal
independence (a relic of the millet system), vigorously resisted the impo-
sition of the Russian language in their education and the intervention of
the Russian Orthodox clergy in their religious life. They obstinately
continued to invite priests from the metropolises of the Pontus and
teachers from the large urban centres of Asia Minor, particularly alumni
of the Greek School of Trebizond. Furthermore, their life in a foreign,
albeit Orthodox Christian, environment also helped them to define their
own distinctive ethnic persona. Despite the restrictions imposed upon it,
the Greek-language press in Russia (from 1906 onwards) also undoubted-
ly played a decisive part in their national coming of age: the newspaper

9. See 1. K. Hassiotis - A. Xanthopoulou-Kyriakou, “H Toaoux1 ohLtixn évavit Twv
eBvotitwv xat N opydvwon twv EAMAivwv” (Tsarist policies towards ethnic minorities and
the organisational structure of the Greeks), Ot ‘EAAnves tng Pwoiag xat tng ToBeTinic
Evwong: Metoweoies xat eXTonmLouol, opydvwarn xai ideoroyia (in the press).
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Phos, for instance (Odessa, 1909-11), started a campaign for a Panhelle-
nic conference, the union of all the communities in Russia, and commu-
nication among them in their mother tongue, Greek!0, Mention should
be made, finally, of the national fervour that possessed the Greek metics
in Russia during the hostilities between Greece and Turkey. The com-
munities did not confine themselves to emotional or financial partici-
pation: Greek volunteers from the Caucasus fought in the war of 1897!!,
which turned out so badly for Greece, and in the Balkan Wars'2, and
savoured the joy of Macedonian liberation.

These developments, which conclusively gave the lie to the gloomy
forecasts of the leaders of the Greek communities in the Pontus (that the
Greeks of the Caucasus would rapidly and certainly be russianised), gave
grounds for hope that some of the chiefly rural Greek population of the
Caucasus might now easily be attracted to the new Greek provinces.
After its liberation, Macedonia, one of the most fertile regions of the
Greek peninsula, comprised five prefectures, the largest of which was
Thessaloniki (including the provinces of Kilkis, Halkidiki, Imathia,
Pieria, and Pella). The other four were Kozani, Florina, Serres, and Dra-
ma. The whole region was in dire need of demographic invigoration and
economic reconstruction, two problems which were to a great extent
interrelated and whose origins lay in the long-standing political insta-
bility in the region, as also in the mass migration of part of its pro-
ductive population to the New World (50,000 to 75,000 people bet-
ween 1900 and 1912). Several years after its liberation the region still
had negative population growth, despite having absorbed most of the

10. A. A. Ulunyan, “Greek National Press in Russia and the URSS (1906-1939)", Les
Relations entre les peuples de I'URSS et les Grecs, 197.

11. According to figures published in the contemporary Athenian press, 697 volunteers
from the Caucasus fought in the war of 1897 (E. I. Anagnostou, “O eAANVOTOUQKIKOG TTo-
Aepog tov 1897 xal o aviintundg tov atn Aéofo” (The Greco-Turkish War of 1897 and
its consequences in Lesbos), (unpublished postgraduate dissertation, Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki, 1995), p. 58). Cf. also what Metaxas-Laskaratos has to say (op.cit., 84) about
the Caucasians’ patriotism.

12. Konstantinos Kynigopoulos, Iotogia tn¢ EAAnvixiic Kowvorntoc Mrelionidyv-
Ketit tov Kagg, we xat n avtia tng exgildoews twv 31 EAAnvinav Kotvotitwv tov
vouov Kapg »at eynaraotdoews twv €ig Tnv EAAdda. Avauviioeig (The History of the
Greek Communities of Bezirkian-Ketzit of Kars and the reason of the uprooting of 31
Greek Communities of the Kars prefecture and their settlement in Greece. Memories),
Centre for Asia Minor Studies/manuscripts/Caucasus No. 16, p. 35.
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Greek refugees from the neighbouring Balkan countries and Asia Minor
(1913-14): between 1913 and 1920, the population of Macedonia fell
from 1,176,617 to 1,085,53113,

The first Greeks from the Caucasus were encouraged to settle in
Macedonia by “unofficial agents”, who promised them land on the re-
gion’s fertile plains!4. However, the resettlement of ethnic Greeks from
Russia played no part in the official state planning, particularly at a time
when the Greek refugees from Bulgaria and Turkey were in urgent need
of relief and rehabilitation!s. Nonetheless, by 191316 representatives of

13. See the very enlightening studies by Basil K. Gounaris, “H owovopwxn twmn otn
Maxedovia QL amd tnv voyeagn g ouvlnxng tov Bouxovpeotiov” (The economic
life in Macedonia before the agreement of the Bucharest convention), H Zuv@rxn tov Bov-
xovgeatiov xat n EAAdda, Thessaloniki 1990, pp. 127-41; “Anpoyoagurég eEeliEelg
otnv Tovgroxpatovuevn Maxedovia” (Demographic developments in the Turkish-oc-
cupied Macedonia), H Nedtepn xat Zvyxpoovn Maxedovia, Papazissi-Paratiritis Publica-
tions, vol. 1, Thessaloniki 1992, pp. 44-57; “Owovourég eEeriEelg otn Maxedovia,
1430-1912" (Economic developments in Macedonia, 1430-1912), op.cit., pp. 58-83.

14, Consult A. P. Pallis, ITegi avraiiayrs mAnBuouwv xat exouiouov v tn BaAxa-
vt xatd ta étn 1912-1920 (About the exchange of populations and the settlement in the
Balkans during the years 1912-1920), Constantinople 1920, p. 12 (napam. Spyros Lazari-
dis, A6 10 Bagddapt wg 1o Aegfévi. Iotogixii xataypaen uéxol To 1920 (From Vardari
to Derveni: Historical account until 1920), Thessaloniki 1997, p. 82).

15. For the various aspects of the problem, see P., “To I1goaguywév Zitnua ev Ma-
uedovia” (The refugee problem in Macedonia), IToAitixy EmiBecdonoig, 1 (1916), 838-43;
A. Pallis, “@uletinéc peravaotevoelg ota Baixdvia xar diwynoi tov EAAnviopov
(1912-1914)” (Tribal migrations in the Balkans and the persecution of Greeks (1912-
1914)), AKMZ, 1 (1977), 75-87, Spyros Loukatos, “IToATELOYQUPLRG Oedoalovinng,
vopov ®al TOANG, ota uéoa Tng dexnaetiog tov 1910” (Administrative issues of Thessalo-
niki, prefecture and the city, during the decade of 1910) H @eooalovixn uerd 1o 1912,
Thessaloniki 1986, pp. 101-28; Yannis G. Mourelos, “The 1914 Persecutions and the First
Attempt at an Exchange of Minorities between Greece and Turkey”, Balkan Studies, 26
(1985), 389-413; idem, “ITAnOvoptonég avaratatdEels tnv exouévn twv Bakxavinav
[MoAépwv: N TEMOTN ATOTELRA avTaAlayng Twv TAnBuopdyv avdpeoa otnv EAAGda nau
v Tovgria” (Demographic and ethnological rearrangements following the Balkan Wars:
the first attempt of exchange of population involving Greece and Turkey), H Zvvérxn tov
Bovxovgeoatiov xat n EAAdda, pp. 175-90; Elissavet Kontogiorgi, “IIAnBuopLaxég
petaforég otnv Avatolnn ©odxn (1911-1923). EAANVIXEG KOLVOTNTES TWV EXXANCLO-
otV exaylav F'dvov-Xweag xar Muglogutovu-Tleguotdoews” (Demographic changes
in Eastern Thrace (1911-1923). Greek communities of the ecclesiastic Provinces Ganou-
Horas and Myriophytou-Peristaseos), Oyeis Tov Muxpaoiatixov Znriuarog, Thessaloni-
ki 1994, pp. 57-85.

16. The statement by Panagiotis Tanimanidis (ITovtiaxo{ Owxtouol otnv EALdda
(Pontic Settlements in Greece), vol. 2, Thessaloniki 1992, p. 137) that people from Kars
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the Caucasians were already visiting Macedonia to investigate the con-
ditions of their settling there and to capture the attention of the relevant
Greek authorities.

It was in this context that Diomidis Vassiliadis, a Caucasian (?),
wrote his memorandum of 25 September 1913 outlining the reasons
why the Greek government ought to take a positive view of and provide
moral support for the planned “mass migrations” of Caucasians to Ma-
cedonia'’. The content of his proposal indicates that he was well versed
in the history of the Caucasian Greeks, and he began by underlining the
imminent danger of assimilation —*“since the religion is the same and
since primary-level education is by law conducted in the Russian lan-
guage”. He then pointed out the benefits that would accrue to the Greek
state if it opened its doors to a “flourishing, intelligent ethnic Greek
element”, whose numbers included “first-rate merchants, craftsmen, ma-
nufacturers, and farmers” with the financial resources to cover the initial
expense of resettlement'8, The contribution of the Greek state could
thus, Vassiliadis thought, be confined to the recognition of an official
delegation from the Caucasus, which could work in close association with
the Labour Bureau® to regulate the flow of émigrés into Greece2.

This seems to have been the climate in which the ground was pre-
pared for the arrival in Thessaloniki of 1,000 Greeks from the Cau-
casus?!. A leading part in bringing them to Greece was played by one of

were already living in Olymbiada, Elassona prefecture, in 1912 requires further investigation.

17. See Appendix, doc. No. 1.

18. This is confirmed by what Dr Koutsodimitris reported (May-June 1914) in his
memorandum to Venizelos: C. Papoulidis, “O Ekev8. Bevitéhog xat o EAAviopdg tov
Kavrdoov 1o 1914” (Eleftherios Venizelos and the Hellenism of Caucasus in 1914), Bai-
xavixd Ivupexta, 3 (1989), 146, 155.

19. The task of welcoming and installing the refugees was originally undertaken by the
Labour Bureau and the Governorate General of Macedonia. The responsibility was later
passed on to the Central Commission for the Relief and Settlement of the Ethnic Greek
Settlers in Macedonia, which was set up in June 1914: P., “To [Toooguywoév Zitnpa” (The
Refugee Question), IToAtTixnii EmiBecdonois, 1 (1916), o. 840.

20. See Appendix, doc. No. 1.

21. See Appendix, doc. No. 2, Report by the British Consul-General James Morgan, 1
May 1914. Although some of the information given is rather vague, he clearly records the
process by which the Caucasian émigrés were persuaded to come to Greece. I am grateful to
the historian Basil Gounaris for making this interesting document available to me.
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their own priests22, who managed to persuade the clergy of the Church of
St Demetrius and the local authorities of the justice of their cause. The
new arrivals, who had high hopes of settling permanently in Macedonia
and making their fortunes easily and quickly, were lodged, as refugees, in
the city’s mosques. They rapidly became disillusioned when their expe-
ctations failed to materialise, and asked the Russian Consul in Thes-
saloniki to intervene so that they could return “to their old homes in the
Caucasus’™?3,

Also in 1913, when rumours were rife that much of the Greek
population of the Caucasus (estimated at some 150,00024) had been
seized by migration fever, twelve families from the villages of Peperek
(or Beberek) and Toroskhov (or Toreskhov) arrived by boat at Kavala,
whence they were sent on to Kilkis (Old Gynaikokastro)?s.

In 1914 another forty families from Peperek settled in the villages
of Rdhova (Mesorahi) and Zilidhova (Zihni)26. Most of them decided to
return to the Caucasus just before the outbreak of the First World War.
The return journey was a veritable Odyssey: via Serbia, Bulgaria, and
Romania, they eventually reached Odessa, where they embarked for Ba-

22. This, at least, is the implication drawn from Morgan’s words: “A priest, himself half
Russian, aware of the existence of the colony...” (Appendix, doc. No. 2).

23. Appendix, doc. No. 2.

24. Regarding the problematic calculation of the Greek settlements in the Caucasus in
early twentith century, cf. I. K. Hassiotis - Artemi Xanthopoulou-Kyriakou, “AnuoyQaet-
%néG EEEAIEELS 0TO EAATIVIHG OTOLXEID TV QWOKDY XWEDV A6 Ta TEAN TOV 190V aldva
wg Tov A” IMayxéouo Mékepo” (Demographic developments in the Greek element of the
Russian countries from the end of the 19th century to War World 1), Ot EAAnves 115
Pwotag, op.cit. Cf. ibidem, Tables 17-19.

25. Tanimanidis, op.cit., 249. Evidently owing to a printing error, the village of Toros-
khov is referred to as “To Poox6g” (The Roscoff).

26. The tables produced by the Governorate General of Macedonia (hereafter GGM),
which are now in the Historical Archive of Macedonia (GGM, f. 64, Ziliahova district), give
no figure for Caucasians in Rahova. However, in the last column, where the provenance of
the refugees settling in each area is usually stated more clearly, the table gives for Rahova
“Raidestos Vyziis Ardalan” (Ardahan?) and for Ziliahova “Vyzii Trapezous Dardanel. Astra-
khan” (Ardahan?). Twelve families (43 persons) from the Caucasus are recorded as having
settled in Ziliahova (Zihni) (see Appendix, Table II). Artahan (or Ardahan or Ardagan) was a
separate administrative area of the district of Kars: see Stylianos Mavrogenis, To Kufeg-
velov Kapg tov Aviiravrdoov (Kdgorayia OUTAQOT) ®at TO £V QUTW EAANVIRGV OTOL-
xelov xard tnv megiodov 1878-1920 (The Governorate of Kars of the Anticaucasus
(Karskaia Oblast) and its Greek element during the period 1878-1920), Thessaloniki 1963.
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tumi; but two Turkish warships attacked them and they were forced to
disembark at Tuapse. They continued by train to Kars, and from there
travelled by bullock-cart via Ardahan to Peperek; but were forced to
leave again immediately, because it was about to be seized by the Turks
(at the end of 1914). Together with people from other villages in the
Kars area, they sought refuge in Alexandropol (formerly Leninakan,
now Gumri in Armenia). They returned to Peperek when the Russians
re-occupied the area (after Easter 1915)27.

Evidently to avoid being caught unawares by an unorganised, and
perhaps undesirable, influx of immigrants, though also to acquire direct,
reliable information, the Venizelos administration sent Dr I. E. Koutso-
dimitris to Russia (May-July 1914)28. His specific purpose was i) to form
a clear idea of the numerical potential and the professional occupations
of the Greek settlers in southern Russia, particularly the Caucasus; ii) to
sound out their feelings about possibly resettling in Macedonia; and iii)
to draw up lists of the families who would be prepared to migrate. He
was also to persuade the prospective émigrés to wait awhile, on the
ground (which was not entirely divorced from the truth) that the fields
they were to be given were not yet ready for them. This advice saddened
them profoundly (“they were sincerely grieved by the temporary
postponement of their migration”); though those who were already set
to leave via Batumi refused to comply?. These may have included two
groups of people from the villages of Tsiplahli (Sarikamis district) and
Kiilebert (Ardahan district), who settled in Filiro (Thessaloniki district)
in late spring 1914, after an eventful voyage that took them from
Batumi to Constantinople, Piraeus, and Thessaloniki??. At about the
same time, ten families from the village of Miatsitli or Metsitli (Sarika-

27. Tanimanidis, op.cit., 249-50. For the tragic fate of the Greek settlements in the
Russo-Turkish marches, see A. Xanthopoulou-Kyriakou, “Metavaoteioers”, 170-2.

28. Kynigopoulos (op.cit., 37) is obviously referring to the same mission, though he
erroneously dates it to the end of May 1913 and believes its purpose was to draw up an
inventory of the property owned by the Greeks of Kars. In the same manuscript, Venize-
los’s representative is referred to as “Koutsodimitrakopoulos, Undersecretary for Welfare”,
an appointment he probably received after his mission was over.

29. Papoulidis, op.cit., 136-71, incl. the full text of Koutsodimitris’s memorandum.

30. M. Maravelakis and A. Vacalopoulos, At IQo0QUYLXai EYXATAOTATELG EV T1) TTE-
otox1 @eagoarovixns (The refugee settlements in the region of Thessaloniki), Thessaloniki
1955, p. 38.
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mis province) settled in the Promitheas quarter of Veria3l.

A more organised effort was made by the 150-plus Greek families
(the figure quoted in their appeal to the King on 13 May 1914) of the
village of Handere (or “Handéres”, as they call it in the memorandum)3,
Their representatives?? located the formerly Moslem village of Pa-
zarlades (which was renamed “Kato Filipéi” later that year) in the Elas-
sona district, and sought permission to settle there34. It is unknown
whether the Handere villagers managed to migrate to Greece; the fate of
their village is known, however, for it was sacked in 1914 along with
fifty other villages in the Kars district that were seized by the Turks. The
remaining inhabitants ended up as refugees in Alexandropol?.

Prior to Koutsodimitris’s mission, some families from the poor
mixed villages of Tsalka (Tbilisi district), Hando and Meglissi had
already tasted the experience of resettling in Macedonia. Some of the
émigré families from Meglissi in fact had been driven back to Georgia by
the conditions they found in Macedonia?.

Be that as it may, 3,757 émigrés from the Caucasus3? had settled in
Macedonia by the summer of 1914, most of them farmers. This figure
seems to have remained stable throughout the period of intense demo-

31. Lavrentidis, op.cit., 431-2. By December 1914, some 800 Caucasians had settled in
the Veria area, half of them in the town itself. They were highly motivated, eamestly seeking
work and land to cultivate (Historical Archive of Macedonia / GGM, f. 11, Province of
Veria, 1 Dec. 1914).

32. See Appendix, doc. No. 3.

33. Eighty inhabitants of Handere, all heads of households, signed the “delegates
(undated) warrant of attomey, authorising their compatriots Pavlos Apostolidis, Theodoros
Savvidis, and Polyhronis and Haralambos Andreadis to travel to Greece, find land on which
the villagers could settle, and make the necessary preparations for their fellow villagers to join
them. Their signatures were witnessed by the village priest Haralambos Triandafyllidis and the
“mayor” loannis Lavren([tidis] (Historical Archive of Macedonia / GGM, f. 117).

34. Appendix, doc. No. 3. The document bears the signatures of only three of the four
delegates.

35. Xanthopoulou-Kyriakou, “Meravaotevoelg”, 171, For the operations in the area,
see Mavrogenis, op.cit., 2014, and Agtzidis et al., op.cit.

36. Koutsodimitris’s memorandum, from which this information is taken, reports that
only ten Greek families were left in Hando and that Meglissi had thirty to forty Greek
families, together with Armenian, Russian, and Georgian families (Papoulidis, op.cit., 147).
According to Tables compiled by the Greek Foreign Office (1914-15) seventy people lived
in Hando and only five in Meglissi. (Xanthopoulou-Kyriakou, op.cit., 163, 164).

37. See Appendix, Table II, for details of where the refugees settled.

[
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graphic upheaval in the region, which received (in round figures) 130,000
(36,000 from Bulgaria, 70,000 from Eastern Thrace, 20,000 from Asia
Minor, and 4,000 from the Caucasus) of the 230,000 refugees who ar-
rived in Greece in 1913 and 191438, So Dr Koutsodimitris was successful
in his mission: the flow of Greek émigrés from the Caucasus was checked.
The outbreak of the First World War played a considerable part in this.
It is true that the Greeks living in the administrative district of Kars in
the Caucasus ended up in Greece five years later. But they did not depart
in an organised fashion, as the Greek government would have wished,
nor as émigrés, as they themselves would have wished: some 20,000
Greek inhabitants of the frontier area of Kars and Ardahan, after the
outbreak of the October Revolution and the restoration of these two
areas to the Turks (under the terms of the Brest-Litovsk Treaty in
1918), were forced to leave their homes, to travel to the Georgian port
of Batumi, and from there to board ships sent by the Greek government,
which carried them as refugees to Greece. The rescue operation lasted
some three years (1919-21)%,

It may not be entirely irrelevant to mention the fate of the inhabi-
tants of Peperek and Toroskhov. Unconvinced of the necessity of
leaving for Greece, they stayed in their villages, which, after the departu-
re in February 1921 of the Georgian troops who had been protecting
them, experienced the violent onslaught of the Turkish irregulars. The
houses were plundered, the men massacred, and the women taken
prisoner. Those who managed to escape reached the port of Batumi on
foot, where, in March 1921, they embarked for their final destination,
Greece0,

38. Historical Archive of Macedonia / GGM, f. 65 / Memorandum from A. A. Pallis, 29
April 1919. By the summer of 1914, 56,716 refugees had settled in Macedonia, the vast
majority of them from Thrace (36,422) and Bulgaria (13,634) (see Appendix, Table I). The
immigration numbers started to fall in September 1914 (P., op.cit., 840).

39. 1. F. Kaztaridis, H “E&od0¢” twv EAAtivwv tov Kags 1ng Agueviag (1919-1921)
(The “Exodus” of the Greeks of Kars in Armenia (1919-1921), Thessaloniki 1996, pp. 47-
83. CI. also Xanthopoulou-Kyriakou, “Metolxedieg twv EAAAvwv Tou ITéviov mRog TIg
XWEE Tov Kavnaoou (1829 - apxés 2000 at.)” (Migrations of the Pontic Greeks to the
Caucasian countries (1829 - beginning 20th century), Ot EAAnves tn¢ Pwoiag, op.cit.
According to the 1928 census, 47,091 Greeks from the Caucasus and a further 11,435 from
the rest of Russia had fled to Greece: Pallis, “®uhetinég netavootevoelg”, 78.

40. Mavrogenis, op.cit., 239.
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APPENDIX

DOCUMENTS
1

DIOMIDIS VASSILIADIS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERNAL
ADMINISTRATION IN THESSALONIKI
(Source: Historical Archives of Macedonia / Governorate General of Macedonia, . 70)

Thessaloniki, 25 September 1913

Aappévov agoguniv ex Twv SLOOTACEWY ag TElVEL va AGPn To Qevpa g
UETAVOOTEVOEWS TwV Kavraciov EAAvarv, éoxonal va ex0éow viiv oxeTing
Tuva Jtepi Tov EnTipatog Tovtov.

Katd 1o étog 1828 61e 0 Pdocgog otatnyog ITGoxePfLIl emECTQEQEY ELG
Pwaoaiav 6ud tng M. Aciag, morhai TV ev T [Tédviw EAANVIXOV OLXOYEVELDY
pevyovaaL tag Bnolwdiog twv Toverwy, Mohovinoay Tov Pwoouxdv otoatdv
els Pwooiav eyrataotabeioan exel eig tog megupegeiag Kaopg xaw Todixag. To
QEVNO TNG LETAVAOTEVOEWS EXTOTE EAafE SLA0TAOELS 0oBaQag, HLdTL oOAdrAnga
xwEla xaL TOAELS NENUOONOAY: ELG TOUG UETAVATTAG TOVTOVS BRuduteQov
TLQOOETEOIMTOV HAL OL AEYOREVOL ZTAVQLITAL (HTOL OL XQUYPOi YoLotLavol), e’
£0X ATV OE ®aL OL TNV OTROTLWTIXTY Ontelav ev Tovoxria amo@evuyovteg opoye-
veig. Ovtwg ev Kavmdow gvpioxoviar onuepov ovpmayeic EAAnvixol stAnfv-
opol vepPaivovreg tag 150.000. AvoTuydg 6w OAOKANQOS 0VTOg 0 TANOU-
OLOG O EQYOTLXOG XOL OXUALOG, HIVOUVEVEL XAOLS ELG TA EQPUOUOTOUEVO KAT’
QUTOV oUOTNUOTIXG pETEa TNg Pwaowrig Kufepvioews dud tov ZxoAieiov xaL
g ExxAnoiag, va agopowwdn. E@’ éoov 1 Bonoxeia eivar n avth ral ¢’
0600V 1 TEMTN EXTALOEVOLS VTOXQEWTIXWG YiVETAL €IS TNV Pwoowxny yhwooay,
T’ QITOTEAEOLOTA ELVAL TTQOPAVT.

OMiyor duoTtu g ex TV NUETEQWV Noxoindnoav eni Tov Intuatog tov-
tov. Befaiwg n EAAnvixi KuBéovnals péxol Twv TeEAevTainy aydvoy Ing 8ev
néuvato v’ aoyxoindn eig Tntipata eEwTeQurng QUoews. ZNUEQOV OUWS OTTOTE
TO QEVUA NG UETAVACTEVOEWS TELVEL va AdPeL StevBuvoly Ttpog tag vewoti
avaxtndeioag EAAnvixdg xwoag ®at ev Kavxdow mapatngeital xivnowg Lon-
04 petakv tov exel EAAnvixov tinBuopov xat oxedidfovial ovaowpoL petava-
OTEVOELG, (POOVOUHEV OTL EXTEAOVUEV £V EAGXLOTOV EBVIHOV HaOMxOV avaTTVO-
oovieg Tog WEag nudv entl Tov tntipatos. H EAAnvixn KuBéovnaolg peketwoa
10 Titnua %aL Bétovoa autd elg EQaQuoYny, ag’ evog Lev Ba xonoluomoLnion
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dud TNV TAOVTONMOQAYWYLKNY AVARTUELY TV VEWV authg Xweov 150.000
EQYOTLXMV YELRWV, PETAED Twv omoiwv Ba evEn eumdgovg, texvitag, fioun-
YAVOUG XAl YEWQYOUE KEMTNG duvapews, ag’ etépov o€ Ba meQLomon ex g
- TROYAVOUG KATATTQOPTG OUOYEVES OTOLYELOV axpaliov KaL evpuéc.

Emeldn Aoyw twv avayrov avtig 1 Kvpépvnolg pévov nBuxag divvatal
va. vitopfonBnon 1o éQyov Tng UETAVAOTEVOEWS TwV v Kavndow EAMGvwv emi
TOV TTAQAVTOG, WG EX TOVTOU Ol LEUOVIUEVAL EVEQYELAL TWV EQYXOUEVDYV EVIAD-
fa ex Kauvrdoov avumgooconwyv, 6éov va ouotnuatonombmoLy e1g 1eémov
MOTE va avayvwoeLodn eE exelvov. Exttgomn vmevBuvog, ftig dLatedodon ELg
GUECOV OUVAQELaY UETA TNG ALOLXNOEWS KL GUVEVVOOUNEVT] EXAOTOTE UETA
twv ev Kavdow EAMMVoV va eVeQYNON CUOTNUOTIRMS HAL TUNUATNOGV TNV
pETavaagtevoLY, aQyMv moLlovpuévn amd Twv EVtoQouvIwy tva un emBaguvetal
n Kvpéownoaic.

I'vILOVTEG €X TOU OUVEYYUG TOV (OQAXTNQA XAL TNV OLXOVOULXTV BEoLv
TV TEQL wv 0 AdYog opoyevov, duvaueda va eimtwpev 6t eEAdyLota Oa empa-
oUvwoL TNV KupBéovnolv edv xavovirmg ®at €Tl Tn BACEL wQLOUEVOU TTROYQAU-
naTog EVEQYNON TO TTEOOTHOV.

OL g avTLTEOCWITOL TNG UETAVAOTEVTEWS Oeilovv va éxwar I'oageiov
ev ©egoalovixn 8L’ ov va TaQaoxwal Tavidg eidovg TANEOoPoLag ELG TOUG EV-
dlagepopuévoug Kavkaaiovg, va ovvevvomvial exdotote petd tng KuBeovi-
OEwg %aL 88 Twv ev Pwodia avilmQooOmwy Twv va EVEQYDIOL CULPOVIS TALS
odnyiailg ag Ba Aapfavwor mapd tng KuBepvhoswe.

Eivar ahnfég 611, Adyw tou meguwgiopévou Piov twv, moirol twv Kav-
HATLWV EXOVOLY LXAVAS 1OLOTQOTIAS TTANY QO TavIdg MEENEL va Angdn v’
oYLy OTL €Lg To ayvov EAAnvixov aioOnua émeQ duatngovowy axpaiov, ogei-
Aovral at e maoav eBvixnv avayxny emwxovgiar twv Kavkagiov xat 6tL TL-
O¢uevor vmd tnv meootadiav Tov EAAnvixov mokttiopov, 8a oxnuatiowor Kot-
votntag avineds, epyatixdg nat meobupovg elg tavidg eidovg Huoiag vméQ
ToV €8voug.

Ta ohiya tavta vofaAlOvieg €1g TNV PEAETNV TV aQuodivv, eipeda
nEébupol va avartvEwpey avayrng magovolatopévng to TRtmpa, iva pn
EYHATOAEIPWUEV ABENPOVG OUALUOVAC ELG TTROPAVT KATATTQOPNV.

Aropndng Baouhelddng
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2

JAMES MORGAN, ACTING BRITISH CONSUL-GENERAL IN THESSALONIKI
TO AMBASSADOR LOUIS MALLET IN CONSTANTINOPLE
(Source: PRO/FO 286/580)

Thessaloniki, 1 May 1914

Sir,

I have the honour to report that shortly after the definite Greek occu-
pation of New Greece a considerable number of Greeks arrived here from the
Caucasus, intending to settle in the country.

These Greeks, who are members of a colony which for over 50 years has
been settled in Russia, are originally from Lazistan. The founders of the
colony, fleeing from Turkish oppression, sought refuge in the Kars district and
were allowed by the Russian Government to occupy a district there.

A priest, himself half Russian, aware of the existence of the colony, be-
came attached to the staff of the Church of St. Demetrius in Salonica. With the
encouragement of the local authorities, he wrote to members of the colony,
inviting them to come and settle in Macedonia, and describing to them the
advantages they might expect here and in general painting their future in New
Greece in glowing colours.

Over 1000 responded to his invitation and, after selling up everything,
arrived in Salonica, where the first act of many was to tear up their Russian
passports to mark their definite abandonment of their old country.

For a time they were lodged in mosques and efforts were made to start
them in their new life. But the bright prospects which had attracted the
immigrants were no longer visible after sufficient time had elapsed to allow
them to become acquainted with the country.

Life was dearer and fortunes harder to gain than in the Caucasus. Di-
sappointed, the immigrants appealed to the Russian Consul to help them, and
through his instrumentality they are now being sent back, in small groups, to
their old homes in the Caucasus.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your Excellency’s most obedient,
Humble Servant;
James Morgan
Acting Consul-General
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3

REPORT BY THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COMMUNITY OF HANDHERES
IN THE CAUCASUS
(Source: Historical Archives of Macedonia / Govermorate General of Macedonia, f. 117,
Applications, Letters)

Elassona, 13 May 1914

MeyoherdTarte,

O\ faBuoefdotwg VITOONUELOVUEVOL WG PEAT RaL AVILTROGwITOL TG Kot-
votntog XavdéQeg tov Kavrdoov vmofdhlopev pnetd peyiotng eviafeiag
7ROS TNV YUETéQav Meyarerdtnta ta faditata vpov oéfn xal Aapfdvouev
mv Ty va avagégouey ta eEng. H Kowvdtng nuadv Xavdépeg amotehovue-
vn €E 150 nar whéov owxovevewwv eEéheEev nudag mhnpeEovoiovg enttpdmovg
iva egydpevor el EAAGda e0Qwuev xatdAAniov pnéQog, Omwg TN TQOaTAdia
g B. Kufepvrioewg eyrataotadn ev tn ehevBéga EXAGSL ohdxAnpog i Kowvo-
g nuav. Ta ehatigla ta wiioavia tnv Kowvétnta nudv iva Hetavaoteton
€1 TNV Mntéga EALGHa eival mwTiotwg matouwtind, xabdsov o ‘EAAny @uoeL
amoxQOoVEL ohAoedvy agopoiwoly. MQog Tov o%xomTOV TOUTOV ANETAVONUEY
7teog tnv Fevintv Atoinnoty Maxredoviag €i Tn EvraLQia TNG PHETUVACTEVIEWS
Twv Movoovhpdvev, aitn 8e Pag GUVEGTNOE VA EYKOTACTAODUEY ELG OXATOL-
x®nta oBwpavird xweio xat totovtov gvgopev 1o ev T Enagyio Elacomvog
TOVQHIXOV XwRiov vitd 1o 6voua ITalaghddeg, To omoiov eivat TeEAEiwg Eyra-
TAAEAELUUEVOV HAL ELG O ELXOUEV EYRATAGTADY) TQOOWLVMS, ANV EVAQLOLOL
HATOKOL TOV XWQELOV TOUTOV drapévovieg ahhayov, viéBalov eig Tnv Ymodioi-
¥novy Ehagomdvog mapdmova ®a0’ nuwv, CUVETELQ TV OOV Rl QITENA-
®oUvOnuev. H mMAELOVOTNG TWV HATOIXWV TOU YWQIOV TOUTOU PETNVATTEVOEV ELG
v M@y Acdiav, eivat 6e adivatov va ratowwnin kot avbig 1o yweiov. At
yaial, To ®¥Aipa xaL ev YEVEL Ta GAAQ TQOTEQNATA TOV XWEILOV TOoVTOV, ElvaLl
Xavd 6mwg yivn omovdaiog ayQoTHOS OUVOLKLONGS, dedouévou 6T, oL ®d-
TOLXOL QUTOV dev Oa ®atotxNowaL Théov EV aUTM. Alvatal exopévag n B.
Kupégvnoig evegymoa rataliilwg va eEayogdon dud hoyagraopdv pag 1o
g dvw yweiov.

Kafuetevopev 60ev tnv Ypetépoav Meyarerdtnta iva, ev tn Iatown
AVThg HeQipvn, EVAQETTOUREVT auatrhon eig tTnv B. Kuféovnouv tnv magovoav
avagodv, ev amotuyia 8¢ Tng eEayopds tov xweiov IMalahadeg, va WEQL-
UVTOT] TQOG EYXATAOTACLY UMV ELS GALO AYQOTIHOV KTNUA.

Y mwoonuetovpeda petd fabutdiov oefoaouot motd ténva
Xapdhamog adeeadts, Oeo0dwog caffnong, TAVAOG ATOOTOALOLS.
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TABLES

TABLE I

Provenance and numbers of the refugees settled in Macedonia
by the summer of 1914

(Source: Historical Archive of Macedonia / Governorate General of Macedonia, f. 64,

Data of the Refugee Settlement Commission)

se}zlz:fn‘;fn Place of origin
Thrace Bulgaria Asia Minor Caucasus
families persons families persons families persons families persons

Aikaterini 578 2334 - - 1 8 - -
Arhéangeli 357 1422 84 394 - - - -
Véria 33 135 - - - - 53 208
Yenitsd 80 382 - - - ~ 1 285
Yeni-kioy 12 51 85 444 - - - -
Eleftherohérion 178 728 7 27 - - - -
Zilishova 1081 4038 52 195 96 398 53 254
Thessaloniki 440 1836 1 3 38 202 - -
Kastorid 480 2252 - - 95 399 8 42
Kilkis 927 3914 595 2253 86 269 260 1194
Kato Theodoraki 512 2168 - - - - - -
Kavala 623 2315 28 122 10 44 - -
Kaildria - - - - - - 30 115
Langada 786 3148 53 158 72 272 99 462
Mayaddg 454 1821 3 12 47 170 62 253
Privion 89 419 175 1098 90 360 - -
Serrai 209 740 241 845 51 171 23 83
Sidirékastron 323 1262 682 2942 87 350 63 313
Sari-Sab4n 141 606 221 1017 - - - -
Djoumay4 564 2418 135 585 40 200 90 357
Halkidiki 22 85 - - - ~ - -
Nigrita 369 1592 84 334 16 60 41 191
Drama 689 2756 800 3205 - ~ - -
Sub-total 8947 36422 3246 13634 729 2903 853 3757

Total: 56716
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TABLE II

Where the Greek refugees from the Caucasus settled

(The table is based on data from a number of printed registers in the Historical Archive of
Macedonia / Governorate General of Macedonia, f. 64, Data of the Refugee Settlement Com-
mission. The registers were compiled in the summer of 1914. The names in parentheses are the
names of the villages from 1914 onwards).

Yenitsd district Families Persons Comments

Ormdnovo 19 80 All the refugees

(Dasseré)

Ramet 52 205 211 of the total

(Rahona)

Zilii hova district Families Persons Comments

Alistrati 2 10 Out of a total of 456, refugees from

Thrace and Asia Minor

Vytasta ] 7 Out of a total of 177, chiefly from
Thrace

Angista 37 188 All

Voiltsista 1 6 Out of a total of 56, from Bulgaria

(D6émiros)

Zilishova 12 43 Out of a total of 610, chiefly from

(Zihni) Thrace

Kailaria Families Persons Comments

(Ptolemaida)

district

Kailaria 30 115 All the refugees

(Ptolemaida)

Kilkis district Families Persons Comments

Gyol Obashi 39 169 All the refugees

(Pikrolimni)

Doiranli 8 42 Out of a total of 202. 160 Thracians

Sari Kioy 60 306 All the refugees

(Potamid)

Moutod lovon 10 47 All the refugees

(Metaxohori)

Mylaftsa 6 29 Out of a total of 72, chiefly from

(Belaftsa? = Thrace and Asia Minor

Iliélouston)

Kourkoit 77 317 Out of a total of 727, chiefly from

(Térpyllos) Thrace

Kilkis 60 284 Out of a total of 1573, chiefly from

Bulgaria
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Mayaddg (Fanés) Families Persons Comments

district

Orévista 35 151 Out of a total of 302

(Orévista =

Pefkédasos)

Ar** 27 102 Out of a total of 121

Veria district Families Persons Comments

Veria 14 53 All the refugees

Kato Kopanés 12 41 All the refugees

Bania 16 68 All the refugees

(Loutrohori)

Kato Lozitsa 11 46 All the refugees

(Kato Tripétamos)

Kastorid district 8 42 Out of a total of 2693
(2252 from Thrace)

Sidirgkastro district Families Persons Comments

Dragoti 29 145 All the refugees

(Promahdén)

Djoumna Mahlé 29 145 All the refugees

(Livadia)

Litrovon 5 23 All the refugees

(Horter6)

Serrai district Families Persons Comments

Toutli (Elaié n) 23 83 Out of a total of 87

Nigrita district Families Persons Comments

Lidzia 5 17 Out of a total of 193

(Ta Therma)

Eziova (Dalni) 21 101 All the refugees

Deré Mahali 21 90 All the refugees

(Kafkassiand)

Kopatsi (Vergi) 1 6 Out of a total of 59

Langadis district Families Persons Comments

Lahan4 32 160 All the refugees

Tsemnik (Areti) 17 65 Out of a total of 133

Soidlovon 24 124 Out of a total of 252

(Skepastén)

Korfaloid 2 9 Out of a total of 270

(the majority (228) from Thrace)

Gouvézna 24 104 Out of a total of 243

(Assiros)

Djoumnayd 90 357 Out of a total of 3560

(Iraklia) district (2418 from Thrace)

Total 853 3757




